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Sanderlin’s
Legacy Will Carry
On From Now To
Eternity-----------------

250

Winky Wright Finally
Gets A Chance And
Beats Mosley----------------

Sanderlin’s family

Enrique Escarraz ID,
took over as attorney
on the desegregation
lawsuit
photos by Rassi

bv Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG The

James

B.

Sanderlin

Elementary School was
dedicated Monday night as
a school where students
leam and embody the prin
ciples lived and taught by
namesake
James
B.
Sanderlin (1929-1990).
Sanderlin moved to St.
Petersburg in 1962 and was
the attorney who sued to
desegregate the Pinellas
County School system.
That successful suit simul
taneously
desegregated
Sarasota and Hillsborough
county schools, In 1968, he
defended sanitation work
ers striking for better
wages and working condi
tions.
When
African
Americans were finally
allowed to become police
officers in 1968 they were
restricted to Black neigh
borhoods and Sanderlin
won their right to serve
anywhere in the city.
In 1972, Sanderlin

became the first African
American Judge in Pinellas
County as well as the first
Black judge ever elected in
the state of Florida. In
1976, he became the first
African American Circuit
Judge.
Among the honored
guests were judges, attor
neys, educators, religious
and civic leaders, politi
cians and activists, includ
ing many friends as well as
numerous of the late James
B. Sanderlin’s family mem
bers.
Sanderlin
was
remembered for many
things including his habit
of taking time to talk to and
encourage virtually every
child who crossed his path.
Guests were escorted
to the auditorium by stu
dents — called ambassa
dors — who imparted gifts
of key chains with a minia
ture globe. Fifth grade stu
dents Shannon Hamilton
and Daniel Dang conduct
ed the program. The 31
voices of the Sanderlin Sea
Turtle choir sang several
songs including the appro
priate "If I Had A
Hammer." Fifth grade stu
dent Keigan Cole read
Sanderlin’s favorite poem
"The Road Not Taken" by
Robert Frost.
Located on 10 acres at
2350 ; 22nd Ave
S.
Sanderlin Elementary is an
attractor school within the
economically disadvan
taged Midtown area with a
predominantly
African

Mosley all night, never
allowing Mosley to use his
speed. Mosley rallied in a
furious 12th round where
both fighters traded blows
nonstop, but it was too lit
tle and too late against an
opponent determined not
to let his big chance slip
away.
"This is what fights
are about. This is what the
boxing , world needs,"
Mosley Said. "It isn't the
money, we had to prove
who's the best fighter out
there."
For one night, at least,

Homeownership
For People
Everywhere —-----by Tracie Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
CLEARWATER - An
upcoming expo is offering
hope to folks seeking to
purchase their own home.
The 13-year-old expo
is called "HomeOwnership
for People Everywhere
(HOPE).’’
Although the event
will not take place until
June, organizers are now
seeking vendors in antici
pation for the annual expo
that provides assistance to
first time home buyers.
"We’re seeking insur
ance agents, home inspec-'
tors - just about anyone
that works in the housing
arena,”
said
Jerry
Spilataro, the acting chair
for the HOPE expo.
There are two levels of
sponsorship for vendors
interested in setting up a
booth at the event on June
19, 2004, and held from
8:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m, at
the Harboview Center, 300

Cleveland
Street
in
Clearwater. They are:
• A Gold Sponsorship costs
$500 and provides an 8'
Vendor Display Table, and
displays the corporate
name on the HOPE Expo
Banner, a lists it as a
Coporate Sponsor on
HOPE Expo flyers(approximately 10,00 distributed)
and provides a half page ad
in the HOPE Expo pro
gram.
• A Silver Sponsorship
costs $300 and provides an
8" Vendor Display Table
and a one-fourth page ad in
Expo program.
For more information,
please call Linda Kemp at
(727) 539-8300 or Lisa
Fumell (727) 567-4840.
"We anticipate that this
year's event will be attend
ed by several hundred peo
ple from Pinellas, Pasco,
Hillsborough and sur
rounding
counties,”
Spilatro concluded.

Diva heading

ta rahab

See Page 15

Wright
continued on pg. 6

Last Hurrah!------------------

County
Commissioner
Ken Welch Kicks
Off Re-Election
Campaign-------------

Dr. Wayne Thompson
received the "Citizen
of The Year" award

Sanderlin
continued on pg. 5
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Wright celebrating after his stunning victory
for years to get a big fight
and made the most out of it
when he finally got it.
"All I wanted to do
Winky Wright, undisputed 154-pound champion
was fight great fighters so
when I end my career I can
by TimDahlberg
to his huge win Saturday
say I fought the best,"
LAS VEGAS (AP) - night over Shane Mosley.
Wright
said. "Now I can
Winky Wright fought
"It's been a long time
around the world for 14 coming," Wright said. "A fight the Trinidads, the
years, chasing fights and lot of fighters ran from me. (Oscar) De La Hoyas and
fighters in places he could Shane was the only one the (Bernard) Hopkins."
Wright became the
who-would fight me."
n't even pronounce. ■
’undisputed
154-pound
He won't need to go
That turned out fft be a
champion by outworking
after them any more. From mistake for Mosley _ one
and outpunching Mosley,
now on, the fights will that cost him a $10 million
winning a unanimous 12payday
against Felix
come to him.
round decision that never
A long time in the Trinidad later this year. But
seemed in doubt.
making, Wright is now an it was a sweet moment for
He worked his right
overnight success, thanks Wright, who campaigned
jab and stayed on top of
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by Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG For 50 years the bold
hearted members of the
Ambassador Club worked
within the system to secure
full rights for Black citi
zens and improve condi
tions for all citizens in St.
Petersburg.
Members chose the
Dolphin Beach Resort at
St. Pete Beach for the
golden anniversary bash
that
charter
member
Emanuel Stewart called
their "last hurrah."
Although 80 men have
been members at one time
or another they are down to
only 13 now and Ernest
Fillyau said "membership

(front L-R): Ernest Fillyau, Fred Gamble, Mordecai Walker, Jack
Highsmith, Gary Donald (back L-R): James "Pudgie" Elliott ID, Charmes
Thompson, George Banks
photos by Ernest Fillyau

is old, can't recruit younger
members." So they plan to
scale their activities back.
Actually all the current
members also belong to
civic organizations that are
doing the same work that
the Ambassadors once did
alone.
But that was not
always the case. When the
Club was formed in 1954
segregation ruled St.
Petersburg. That meant the
city's beaches, two full
service hospitals, most
parks and swimming
pools, attractions including
the Pier, Coliseum, and

Sunken Gardens along
with civic and social
organizations were offlimits to Black people. So,
the late Dr. Ralph Wimbish
(1922-1967) founded the
Ambassador Club to work
within the system to
improve the rights of Black
people and all citizens.
The
nation
has
changed over the past 50
years. But in 1954, before
it was imaginable that a
Black woman might ever
win the Miss America pag
eant, the Ambassador Club
made history by merely
entering a float with Black

women as queens in the
Festival of States parade.
Over the past five decades
the Ambassador Club
served their community
with 40 major programs
that included civic as well
as cultural activities,
Stewart said.
There has always been
an emphasis on helping
African American youth.
That meant that long
before there were public
programs to give free
lunches
that
the
Ambassadors
raised

Ambassador
continued on pg. 5

L-R: Rep. Frank Peterman, Commissioner Ken
Welch
ST. PETERSBURG - Welch said. "That is the
Pinellas County Comm beauty of our democracy,
issioner Ken Welch has our dialogue between the
kicked off his 2004 re- people and our elected
election campaign with leaders. It has been an
two fundraising events in honor to represent the peo
ple of District 7 for the last
the past two weeks.
Welch, first elected to three years, and I look for
the board in 2000, has a ward to continuing my
strong record of fiscal dialogue with the commu
responsibility, public safe nity during this cam
ty, and a commitment to paign".
Welch kicked off his
fairness and equal oppor
campaign with fundraising
tunity.
"I’m very proud to be events in North Pinellas
able to take my accom (February 18 at Pete &
plishments to the voters in
Welch
this upcoming campaign,"
continued on pg. 5
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A knowledge of his
tory brings a feeling of
fellowship that runs
through the ages - be it a

territory, a village, a dis
trict, or a nation. To live
without history is likened
to living without a form

of memory. To be with no real foundation, and lenger is committed to both the young and old
out history is to live very little meaning for featuring articles of all generations.
without roots or a past, the future.
ethnic culture for the
with the present having
The Weekly Chal- reading enjoyment of

Michael Jackson's Lost Treasures — His Loss,
Our Loss----- -------------------------------—---------------- —
bv Tanya Kersey
A long-running Jackson family legal dispute
has set the stage for latest
in a long list of sordid scan
dals surrounding embattled
pop star Michael Jackson.
This is the story of the sale
of priceless Michael Jackson memorabilia to an un
known European buyer.
This is also the story of the
loss of historical artifacts
that reflect the cultural
legacy not only of Michael
Jackson, but also of Black
American culture and mu
sic. And it's a eryin' shame!
The story actually be
gan back in December of
1998 when federal mar
shals seized several items
from the Jackson family's
Havenhurst home in En
cino, California. The sei
zures were an attempt to
collect a $1.8 million judg
ment entered in 1996 after
Jackson Communications
Inc. (not including family
members Michael, Janet or
Latoya) filed bankruptcy in
New Jersey. The items
seized included the white
baby grand piano Michael
used to compose some of
the songs for his recordbreaking "Thriller" album.
The marshals also took a
1963 Rolls Royce Silver
Cloud. At the time, Brian
Oxman, an attorney for the
Jackson family, said the
piano and the car belonged
to Michael Jackson (who
was not named in the law
suit), not his parents.
Jackson Communica
tions, a company set up in
1991, had tried unsuccess
fully to develop a Jackson
Family entertainment com
plex in Asbury Park and a
chain of Jackson Familythemed restaurants around
the world. According to
attorney Robert Sainburg,
JacksOn Communications
had entered into a deal in
1992 to purchase Kramer
Guitar, a Neptune, NJbased guitar manufacturer.
Jackson Communications
was eventually sued by
Kramer Guitar for alleged
ly defaulting on the deal,
paying only $200,000 of
the $1.5 million purchase

Michael Jackson
price. At the time Sainburg
was quoted as saying, "I'm
sorry we had to show up on
their doorstep with U.S.
marshals and a court order,
but these people haven't
even tried to pay what they
owe. They claim they have
no money. "
The memorabilia was
stored in a 1,500 square
foot storage unit in an
Oxnard, California storage
facility for $580 a month.
The unit was rented in the
name of Tito Jackson, al
though Katherine Jackson
often paid the biH. "This
was the memorabilia for
the restaurant chains, and
there were movies and
videos of Michael and the
whole family "growing up
that nobody’s ever seen,"
says Henry.V. Vaccaro Sr.,
the former president of
Kramer Guitar.
The 63-year-old Vacca
ro acquired the memorabil
ia collection in 2002 after
nine years of legal wran
gling with the Jackson fam
ily, and after paying off a
$60,000 storage bill owed
by the Jackson family to
the Oxnard storage facility.
He has spent the past two
years cataloguing and pho
tographing the collection
which has been housed in, a
6,000 square foot section
of a New Jersey ware
house. Vaccaro says two
separate experts have
authenticated the collec
tion.
Talking about the col
lection on ABC's "Good
Morning America" Vaccaro
says, "It's pretty big. It's the
largest private collection in
the world of Michael
Jackson and Jackson fami-

ly memorabilia." After sell
ing the collection to an
anonymous Europe buyer
for an undisclosed sum,
Vaccaro is giving the pub
lic a glimpse of the goods
on www/jacksonvault.com,
a pay-per-view Web site,
while the collection is ex
pected to ship out of the
country in a few days.
The memorabilia in
cludes costumes (goldtrimmed jackets with, military-style epaulets and
metal-studded shinguards),
including one of Michael
Jackson's earliest stage
costumes with his name
handwritten on the inside
label; a photo of a young
Jackson wearing that very
costume; gold and plat
inum records; awards; pic
tures, paintings; sketches
signed by Michael Jackson
(one is a sketch of a boy,
titled "Little Boy 1994,”
another a sketch of Charlie
Chaplin). The treasure
chest of collectibles also
includes the deed to the
pop star's Neverland Ranch
and some very personal
items, such as notes and a
medical contract for sur
gery supposedly performed
on Janet Jackson's nose;
and intimate letters going
back and forth including a
letter from Mrs. Jackson
complaining
to
the
Jehovah's Witness Fellow
ship because evidently they
must
have
expelled
Michael.
Inquiring minds want
to know how could they
(whoever is responsible for
this fiasco) let so many of
the family's personal pos
sessions and valuable me
morabilia fall into someone
else's hands? Could no one
come up with the $580 a
month storage fee? And, if
they couldn't, did they con
sider contacting one of the
major U.S. museums who
collect black culture ftiemorabilia — what about the
Schomberg?
Vaccaro himself has
begged the question, "Well,
you know, it's crazy - how
they could let a complete
stranger get all their per
sonal possessions?"

Dozens of buyers
viewed the collection. I
want to know did Vaccaro
view it for any black cul
ture historians, preserva
tionist or collectors? Umm,
the Schomberg again
comes to mind. Finally, did
Vaccaro contact Michael
Jackson and give him the
opportunity to buy back his
family's history? Appar
ently not.
According to the pop
star's
■ spokesperson,
Michael Jackson was
"shocked" to find out that
the warehouse contained
some of his most personal
items. Michael says he
only gave his family per
mission to use this memo
rabilia for a theme restau
rant they
supposedly
planned on opening. He
wasn't directly involved in
this legal battle, and he
says he now wants to buy
back his treasured posses
sions.
Philip J. Merrill, an
author and nationally rec
ognized expert in artifacts
related to African Ameri
can history says he wishes
there was some way Jackson could reacquire his
possessions but doesn't
think he has much of a
chance to recover them,
unless he goes the litiga
tion route.
When Merrill, who is
also a guest appraiser on
PBS’ "Antiques Road
show," initially heard of the
collection, his first re
sponse was "Oh my Lord,
here goes another one. I
had to just shoot up a
prayer." He says the con
tent is mind boggling. "I
was
dumbfounded."
Merrill explains that this is
another sad loss in a long
list of pilfered African
American cultural artifacts
because a storage bill was
n't paid. "We have lost a
part of our culture in al
most every city across the
United States. When will
we wake up?" Merrill la
ments.
"That's our history, our
culture, out legacy and we
must preserve it," says
political and cultural ac-

tivist Earl Ofari Hutchin
son who called this just
another sorry saga in this
[Jackson] tragedy. Hut
chinson says we've seen
this before with other his
torically valued collec
tions.
Two years ago the
daughter of Malcolm X had
an extensive collection of
speeches, journals, and
notes attributed to her
father, the late civil rights
leader Malcolm X, stored
in a storage unit. The stor
age unit fee went unpaid
and a complete stranger
paid the storage fee and
took ownership of the pos
sessions, putting them on
the sales block at Buttlefield's Auction House.
After a lengthy legal and
public relations battle, the
auction was blocked.
Butterfield cancelled the
auction after receiving a
letter from the estate of the
late Betty Shabazz and the
attorney for Malcolm X's
daughters questioning the
ownership of the Malcolm
X documents. The items
were later donated to the
Schomberg Center in Har
lem, NYC. Hutchinson
also recalls instances when
significant and priceless
items belongings of W.E.B.
DuBois, Martin Luther
King Jr. and Paul Robeson,
to name just a few, fell into
other people's hands.
"The remnants of his
tory can scatter so quickly
if care is not taken with
their preservation. One
hopes that the collection of
the artifacts of Michael
Jackson's life will be cata
loged, maintained, and
kept intact," says media
and culture expert, KC
Arceneaux. "Michael Jackson should have had a
choice about the future of
these precious, irreplace
able things. It should have
been his choice whether or
not to hand them down to
his childen, or will them to
a museum upon his death.
What is being lost is an
important part of the legacy
of black culture, and of
music, and of a country,"
adds Arceneaux, who holds

a Ph.D. in African Studies.
How significant is this
collection? "I think it is
critically important and
could open up a whole new
arena for scholars to look
into the evolution of
Michael Jackson and pop
music. Artifacts are a big
part of telling our accurate
story," says Merrill. "Sadly,
we don't value our own
heritage. If this was a
Beatles collection, there
would be a huge public
outcry like there was over
the Malcolm X papers.
Michael Jackson is a musi
cal genius who has rede
fined the whole pop music
industry but unfortunately
his name has been tainted
by the pedophile charges,"
he adds.
The sale of the Jackson
memorabilia, considered to
be the largest of its kind in
the world, is not only a per
sonal loss, but it is a cultur
al loss. We must be devoted
to collecting, preserving,
archiving, and providing
access to resources docu
menting the experiences
and accomplishments of
Black Americans and our
history in America. It is
part of our creative legacy

and historical contributions
to the world, and now this
collection will probably be
toured throughout Europe
and Japan. "Why wasn't
anyone notified," Merrill
wonders. "This collection
could have stayed in Afri
can American hands, or at
least the United States. Our
legacies need to be uplift
ed," he adds.
All of us must insure
the preservation of our his
tory and our legacy for his
torical record, by any
means necessary. And if
necessary, pass the collec
tion plate!
Entertainment writer and
media commentator Tanya
Kersey is the editor-in-chiefof
Black Talent News, a con
tributing editor and columnist
for several other media out
lets including EUR, Target
Market News, Radio Facts,
Black Journalist and Raw
Story. Email: tanya@tanyakersey.com.

The Consensus - No One Knows
bv Lou Frev
As predicted, Kerry
has walked away with the
Democrat nomination.
I
just returned from a week
in Washington where I
talked to a number of
House and Senate mem
bers of both parties. The
consensus was that nobody
knows what is going to
happen. There are some
things that are clear. Bush
is vulnerable. Kerry is a
tough campaigner.
His
biggest liability is his arro
gance, which has recently
surfaced. I had breakfast
with several key Repu
blicans, including Newt
Gingrich, who suggested
that this election could be
compared to the 1948 elec
tion. There was a Soviet
threat, the Depression was
n’t that far off, there was
worry about the economic

policy and inflation, and
culturally, desegregation
was beginning and the
country was divided.
Newt suggested that we
have the same uneasiness
about Iraq and the econo
my, especially the loss of
jobs in the manufacturing
area.
Finally, there is a
great uncertainty about our
values and our culture. But
even if there are valid com
parisons, it really doesn’t
help predict what will hap
pen in November of ’04.
President Bush took a
beating for a number of
months from all the Dem
ocrats running for Presi
dent and could do little to
help himself in that period.
Kerry, because he was so
far behind Dean, had a free
ride in the primaries. No
Democrats went after him
on his record before Iowa,

and after New Hampshire,
it was too late. The Bush
White House has put the
President in a position of
explaining
problems,
which is always dangerous.
Who can forget his Chief
Economic Advisor indicat
ing it was a good thing for
jobs to go overseas? Bush
has let the weapons of mass
destruction issue go on and
on. He should have said
over and over again that he
acted on the best intelli
gence and got rid of the
biggest weapon of mass
destruction,
Saddaam.
Even recently, the White
House has mishandled his
upcoming testimony in
front of the 9/11 Com
mission. At first, they indi
cated the President could
only give an hour. The
White House now indicates
he’ll stay as long as neces-

sary, but once again, this is
trying to make up for a
misstep.
Fortunately for the
President, this is March
and not November. In Iraq,
an incredibly important
step was taken with the
signing of the interim con
stitution. This could be the
turning point in Iraq and
have important ramifica
tions throughout that part
of the world. Inflation is
low and interest rates are
down. The economy con
tinues to grow and jobs are
being created in areas other
than the manufacturing
sector. It should be better
in November. Kerry’s re
cord is open for honest de
bate. He has flip-flopped
on many issues. His record
on defense and intelligence
issues is suspect. The Bush
campaign will make sure

that he has to explain many
of his votes in the Senate.
Kerry is a liberal Democrat
from Massachusetts whose
voting record over the
many years equals or sur
passes
Senator
Ted
Kennedy’s.
This election will be a
slugfest, with ample money
on both sides to get out the
message. Kerry is ahead
nationwide at this time.
Dukakis was ahead of Bush
’41 by 18 points early on.
There are differences in
that Dukakis took a vaca
tion and tried to rest on his
lead. Kerry won’t make
that mistake. Bush and the
Republicans have the abili
ty to move legislation
through the Congress
which Kerry will be forced
to either back or vote against. If I was in Las Ve
gas setting odds, I’d say,

"Pick ‘em". No one I talk
ed to in Washington would
be surprised if Kerry won
easy or if Kerry imploded.
Our country is going
through many changes
which could favor one
party or the other, but no
one knows who will be
helped. This election will
be one historians will love
and my guess is that Flori
da will once again be a
major battle ground. It’s
interesting unless you are
involved; then it’s frustrat
ing, unpredictable and full
of stress.
Lou Frey, Jr., Member of
Congress (FL '69-’79); Past
President, Former Members
of
Congress:
Partner,
Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster,
Kantor & Reed, P.A.,
Orlando, Florida. He can be
reached at loufrey@lowndes-law.com.
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
Libraries Get Grant for Program Designed to
Aid Caregivers for
Spanish-Language
Literature Program—— Alzheimer’s Patients
Scheduled-----------------Spanish speakers who especially for adults and
want to broaden their liter
ary interests in their cho
sen language can enjoy a
new library program under
a grant to the Sarasota
County libraries from the
National Endowment for
the Humanities and the
non-profit organization
Gente y Cuentos. The pro
gram will involve group
readings and discussions in
Spanish of Hispanic short
stories for those who want
to explore literature in that
language. Sarah Hoeffel,
Hispanic Services librari
an, will be facilitating the
discussions of writing by
such authors as Gabriel
Garcia Marquez and Isabel
Allende.
The program is de
signed to remove obstacles
to the rewards of reading,

young adults who have riot
experienced the power of
literature.
Participants
gather for eight weeks of
90-minute sessions. By
discovering intersections
between their own per
spectives and the stories,
participants can develop a
desire to read further.
The program begins
April 1 at 7 p.m., and con
tinues every Thursday
through May 15 at the
Selby Public Library, 1331
First St., in downtown
Sarasota. Anyone who is a
fluent Spanish speaker
may participate. There is
no charge for participation
but registration is required.
For more information, or
to register for the eightweek session, call Sarah
Hoeffel at (941) 861-1129.
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. A workshop designed
to aid caregivers of Alzhei
mer’s patients is scheduled
to be held March 30 at Sel
by Public Library. An ex
hibit which focuses on the
program scheduled to be
taught, called The "Return
to Innocence," will also be
displayed between March
l5-April 17.
The program teaches
the collage technique as a
means of improving and
maintaining communica
tion between caregivers
and persons with Alzheim
er’s disease - even in the
non-verbal stages. The free
presentation led by local
artist Katya De Luisa will
be' held in the Geldbart Au
ditorium at 10 a.m., March
30. She will also hold two
workshops for caregivers
on Wednesday, April 14 at
10 a.m., and again in
Spanish on Friday, April
16 at 10 a.m. Registration

is required for the work
shops only and a $10 mate
rials fee will be collected.
Katya De Luisa devel
oped this technique in part
nership with the Alzheim
er’s Association using a
grant provided originally
by the Sarasota Communi
ty Foundation. She has
trained the staff and volun
teers of the Hospice of
Southwest Florida in the
RTI technique where they
continue to use it as a
means of facilitating remi
niscence and life review
with patients. De Luisa
divides her time between
residences in Sarasota and
Costa Rica.
The Selby Public
Library is located at 1331
First St., Sarasota. For
more information and
workshop
registration,
contact Katya De Luisa at
366-7106.

Sarasota County's
Recycled Paint
Program Has an Offer
You Can't Refuse-----Sarasota County is
offering free paint to coun
ty homeowners and to non
profit organizations bene
fiting the community.
More than 3,400 gallons of
recycled paint have al
ready been donated since
October 2003. A maximum
of 10 gallons is available
to homeowners and can be
picked up at the Hazardous
Waste Management office
at 8350 Bee Ridge Road.
Proof , of residency is re
quired.
The recycled latex
paint contains approxi
mately 75 percent post
consumer product received
through
the. county's
Household Chemical Col
lection Programs. Rather
than disposing of latex
paints that are brought to
the collection programs,
the county contracts with a
local paint manufacturer to

have it reformulated. Re
formulation adds resins,
thickeners, dispersants, air
releasers, mildewicides,
shading and in,-can preser
vatives, similar to the way
virgin paint is made. The
result is a high quality inte
rior and exterior recycled
latex paint. The paint is
available in a variety of
colors including beige,
blue, gray, off-white and
taupe.
A number of county
offices and buildings as
well as organizations such
as Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army, Newtown
Community Center and
Laurel Civic Association
have received donated
paint.
To find out if you or
your organization qualifies
for the free paint, call
(941) 861-1530.

Sarasota County
Residents to Read
Same Book for
Community Reading
And Discussion
Program----------------Sarasota County Pub
lic Library System will
host its second annual One
Book, One Community, a
county-wide reading and
discussion program where
in participating county res
idents read the same book
at the same time to create a
countywide book club.
The book selection
will be made from five
titles: "House of Sand and
Fog," by Andre Dubus HI;
"The Kneeling Bus," by
Beverly Coyle; "Last Train
to Paradise: Henry Flagler
and the Spectacular Rise
and Fall of the Railroad
That Crossed an Ocean,"
by Les Standiford; "A Les
son Before Dying," by
Ernest J. Gaines; and
"Nickel and Dimed: On

(Not) Getting by in Amer
ica," by Barbara Ehrenreich. . Book descriptions
of the five books are online
at http://suncat.co.sarasota.fl.us/ (click on One
Book, One Community
logo) or at any Sarasota
County library location.
The public may vote
for their choice on the
Libraries’ web site or com
plete a paper ballot in any
of the Sarasota County
Libraries between March
22 and April 2. The win
ning book will be an
nounced during National
Library Week, April 18-24.
For more information
about the book club, call
861-9844 or your local
Sarasota County Library.;

News Deadline Is 4:Q0 P.M. Monday

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Representative Peterman’s
Campaign Kick-Off------ ------Rep.
Frank
W.
Peterman, Jr. kicks off
campaign for re-election to
the Florida House of
Representatives. On Feb.
21, local constituents
attended a fun-filled picnic
and fundraiser that was
held at Lake Vista Park,
1401 62nd Ave. S., St.
Petersburg. Campaign sup
porters enjoyed free food
and drinks as friends and
guests came out to cele
brate. This event turned
out to be a great send-off
as
the representative
returned to Tallahassee for
his fourth legislative ses
sion. Rep. Peterman has no

Cosmetics and beauty aids.
Di’s Imani is a local
501C3 organization that
provides resources case
management and referrals
to HIV/AIDS Clients. Pro
gram Director Jeanie Blue
accepted the donations.
Evelyn V. Smith is the
Executive Director.
The national program
thrust for Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority’s Interna
tional Day of Service for
2004 is to respond to the
immediate needs of indi
viduals or organizations
and institutions devoted to
the care of infected groups.
We cannot solve the AIDS
crisis but we can help.

Representative Peterman poses with one of his
supporters
opposition thus far, and
support from the commu-

nity was a strong vote of
confidence.

Congratulations to Osborn
Daniels, Winner of the Gerome
Wilson Award for 2003 ———
Sanitation employees
recently voted Osborn
Daniels as the winner of
the Gerome Wilson Award.
This highly honored award
is in recognition of
Gerome Wilson, a former
Sanitation employee who
died in 1988. Gerome was
so well thought of by his
fellow employees that this
award was presented in his
name each year to the
employee who most emu
lates Gerome's life style.
Osborn celebrated his
25th anniversary with the
City in May of last year.
He is a Sanitation Spe
cialist in the Residential
Collection Division.
Osborn was recently
recognized for an out
standing employee award.
It was presented to him for
the low operating costs on
his Sanitation vehicle, the
outstanding customer serv
ice he provides to the citi
zens of St. Petersburg and
for always going the extra
mile when needed within
the department.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority’s
International Day of Service

Osborn Daniels
Osborn was bom and
raised
here
in
St.
Petersburg. He was the
third youngest of ten sis
ters and one brother bom
to Mamie and Osborn
Daniels, Sr. He attended
Glenn Oak Elementary,
Southside Junior High
School, and Northeast
High School. He has one
daughter.
Osbom offered his
view on life with the fol
lowing observation:
“I

grew up with some of my
greatest heroes and .role
models such as King and
Kennedy who were both
assassinated.
Back in
those days, people were
closer;, and they had a real
reason for togetherness. I
feel I grew up in one of the
best eras of that century
because minorities started
having equal opportuni
ties. But with all due
respect, that era made me
the person that I am today.
In this thing called life,
you have to appreciate
what you have and forget
about what you want.
Another way of saying it
is, the least you expect out
of life, the more you will
gain."
In his. spare time, he
enjoys riding bicycles,
walking, woodworking,
cooking and anything to do
with being outdoors.
We take pride in wel
coming Osbom into the
winners of the Gerome
Wilson Award. It is well
deserved!

Pictured above are members of the St. Petersburg Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority at Di’s Imani
on 3530 lst Ave. North delivering items collected for use in the Service to Aids Victims’.
The AIDS epidemic is Memorial made monetary
by Mary R. Nelson
TAMPA BAY - On increasing in the black pop donations. Prayer Tower
March 13, the St. Peters ulation faster than in other COGIC opened its’ thrift
burg Chapter of Delta Sig groups. Delta Sigma Theta store at 1525 l6th St. S., to
ma Theta Sorority Inc. Sorority has made a com families having vouchers
963 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 328-1800
'
joined other Deltas all over mitment to make a differ from Delta Sigma Theta
the nation for an "Inter ence through education, Sorority for personal shop
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
national Day of Service." and outreach to the com ping. The Rock of Jesus
Mon thru Wed - 6:00am to 3:00pm
Thu-Sat 6:00am to 10:00pm • Sun 7:00am to 5;00pm
Missionary Baptist Church
This is the 3rd year for this munity.
Delta collaborated with donated Items of clothing
mass effort by national and
BREAKFAST - until 10:30am
$2.00 2 eggs, grits, bacon or sausage
all regional chapters to several organizations that and other basic health
$2.50 Bacon/Sausage, 2 eggs, grits, biscuit/toast
The Members of
make a difference in the extended their support to items.
$3.50 Bacon/Ham/Links, 2 eggs, grits, biscuit
lives of HIV/AIDS victims, this worthy project. Mt. Delta Sigma theta donated
HIV/AIDS Education and Zion Progressive Baptist toiletries, hygiene items,
LUNCH -1 entree with 2 sides
Church, and Steward Isom hair
products,
toys,
HIV/ AIDS Awareness.
$4.99 BBQ/Baked Chicken
$7.99
Ox TaiIs

McCALL’S FAMILY
RESTAURANT

Please Support Our Paper by
Patronizing Our Advertisers
hfi®

rtccefrt ‘ftfotAeni, fontfuMtoMo* & ‘P'l'P

$4.99

Meat Loaf

$4.99 Liver & Qnions

$4.99

Turkey Wings

DINNER -1 entree with 3 sides
$5.99 Spaghetti Dinner
$5.99 Assorted entree

RElfcp
ApISTs

We Specialize Also In:
• Weight Loss Body Wraps
• Lymphatic Facials
• Sports Massage
• Carpal Tunnel
• Fibromyalgia
H.T. Wellness & Massage Center
NEUROMUSCULARMASSAGE
NUTRITION & RELAXATION MASSAGE

328-7600

4

3727 Central Avenue
LIC. #MM005879

b

FAX 328-8869

$4.99 Pork Chops

SALAD BAR - $2.49
Tossed Salad

Sliced Peaches

Potato SaIad

Fruit Salad

Meat Pasta

Bacon Bits

French Dressing Ranch Dressing

Macaroni Salad

HAMBURGERS (Dressed all the way)
$1.99 ReguIar Burger

$2.99 Burger Combo

$2.49 Cheeseburger

$3.49 Cheeseburger Combo

$2.99 Fish Sandwich

$2.49 Chicken Sandwich

SEAFOOD FRIDAY
$6.99 Seafood Platter
$5.99 Baked Fish Dinner
$0.49 Corn-on-cob

$5.99 Jambalaya

DESSERTS
Cheese Cake (slice)

$2.00

DRINKS
Coffee

Peach CobbIer

$2.00

Bottle Water $1.00

Pie (Slice)

$1.50

Lemonade

Cake (slice)

$2.00

Fruit Punch $1.25

(cup)

$0.50 I

$1.25

____ .J

■
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TAMPA BAY AREA
THIS & THAT

Historic Royal Theater to Re-Open
as Boys and Girls Club--------------—

by Mabel Cooper

(823-6092)
LOVE CAN COME IN
STRANGE DISGUISES
“Someday I’ll Tell My

the blood pressure. I wish
more people would try
it.. .including yours truly.

The historic Royal Theater

Children”

(Author Unknown).
“You don’t love me!”
How many times have
your kids laid that one on
you? And how many times
have you, as a parent,
resisted the urge to tell
them how much?
Someday, when my
children are old enough to
understand the logic that
motivates a mother, I’ll tell
them.
I loved you enough to
bug you about where you
were going, with whom
and what time you would
get home.
I loved you enough to
be silent and let you dis
cover your hand-picked
friend was a creep.
I loved you enough to
make you return a Milky
Way with a bite out of it to
a drug store and confess, “I
stole this.”
I loved you enough to
stand over you for two
hours while you cleaned
your bedroom - a job that
would have taken me 15
minutes.
I loved you enough to
not make excuses for your
lack of respect or your bad
manners.
I loved you enough to
ignore “what every other
mother” did.
I loved you enough to
figure you would lie about
the party being chaperoned
but forgive you for it...af
ter discovering I was right.
I loved you enough to
let you stumble, fall and
fail so that you could leam
to stand alone.
I loved you enough to
accept you for what you
are, not what I wanted you
to be.
But, most of all, I
loved you enough to say
no when you hated me for
it. That was the hardest
part of all.
TO MY IRISH
READERS
Happy St. Patrick’s'
Day to one and all! In the
words of an old Irish bless
ing: “May you never forget
what is worth remember
ing or remember what is
best forgotten.
AND TO MY READERS
It takes no more time
to be courteous than to be
rude - and courtesy pays
such handsome dividends.
It also is much better for

HOW NICE OF YOU
TO LET ME KNOW
One of the most
rewarding aspects of writ
ing this column is knowing
that I have reached out and
touched someone. The fol
lowing is a note sent to me
by a “This ‘n That” reader
asking this writer for her
opinion on a certain situa
tion:
A man in his middle
70s has recently married a
woman in her early, 70s.
She was the town’s most
attractive widow for many
years. The man’s wife had
been dead exactly six
months to the day he
remarried.
I always thought that
out of respect to the dead
departed mate, it was cus
tomary to wait a full year
before remarrying. I would
appreciate your opinion.
Both waiting.
My opinion:
How one treats his
mate When he (or she) is
living is the only meaning
ful way in which one can
show “respect.” And wait
ing one year (or 10) isn’t
going to make one bit of
difference. Time is pre
cious. And if two people
feel they can find happi
ness together, who am I to
count the days since their
dear ones have departed?
(And who are you?)

ST. PETERSBURG The Boys and Girls Clubs
of the Suilcoast will open
its newest location, The
Royal Theater Boys and
Girls Club, on April 1,
which will provide cultural
enrichment for more than
450 youth in midtown and
southside St. Petersburg
communities. Located at
101122nd St. S., the Royal
Theater will have an
emphasis on the arts with
diverse artistic, cultural
and educational activities
for children and adults.
Offering an academy style

of instruction, the Royal
Theater
will
provide
graphic art and web de
sign, music lessons, dance,
drama and stage produc
tions, music recording and
production, and art classes.
An art gallery within the
facility will display the
works of local and national
artists. In addition, the fa
cility will offer academic
tutoring, play movies in
the 200-seat auditorium
and host various special
events and concerts.
"Our hope is for the
Royal Theater to become a

Minority-Owned Firm Nominated for
‘Business of the Year’ —————-----

Alvin K. Brown

AND NOW A BIT OF
HUMOR
After the death of a
never-married 94-year-old
woman of his parish, the
rector was given a note
from her personal belong
ings. In the woman’s hand
writing were specific in
structions for her funeral
services.
Along with sugges
tions for scripture readings
and music were the follow
ing orders: “There will be
no male pallbearers. Since
they wouldn’t take me out
when I was alive, I don’t
want them to take me out
when I’m dead!”
Right on! The sister
may not have been the
sharpest knife in the draw
er, but she sure was the
next one.
Now, until my next write

around

one-of-a-kind experience
for local children to ex
press and flourish their cre
ative talents," said Herbert
Murphy, area director for
the St. Petersburg Boys
and Girls Clubs.
The Royal Theater’s
historical legacy began
with its construction in
1948, when it was one of
only two movie theaters in
St. Petersburg that served
African-American patrons
during the segregation era.
After desegregation in the
late l960s resulted in its
demise, the facility later

re-opened as a youth cen
ter. The restoration of the
historic Royal Theater is
significant for its associa
tion with the development
of the African-American
community in south St.
Petersburg. Funded by
many generous donors,
including the City of St.
Petersburg and the Bill
Edwards Foundation, an
nual memberships will be
made affordable for all
youth despite financial
conditions.
"The need for effective
youth development pro
grams has never been
greater," said Murphy.
"Our board, staff and gen
erous supporters have
taken the initiative in
reaching out to provide a
positive place for the youth
of St. Petersburg."
The grand opening of
the Royal Theater is set for
early April and will be
open to the public. For
more information about
The Royal Theater Boys &
Girls Club, call (727) 8960445.

ST. PETERSBURG Brown Security and Law.

Group, P.A., owned by
Alvin K. Brown, has been

named as a finalist in the
St. Petersburg Chamber of
Commerce's Outstanding
Business of the Year
award. The minority and
veteran owned small busi
ness provides security,
intelligence and legal con
sulting services. The firm
was nominated in the En?
trepreneurial
Academy
Graduate category for its
innovative combination of
security, intelligence and
legal consulting services.
Brown, the firm’s
owner, was employed by
the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) as a security
officer. His duties included
providing executive pro
tection to the Director of
Central
Intelligence,
George Tenet, and assess
ing and improving security

at CIA facilities overseas.
While with the CIA Alvin
was also trained as an
operations officer and had
the opportunity to collect
information, write intelli
gence reports and partici
pate in intelligence opera
tions.
/
AlviiiM'was also em
ployed by the Pinellas
County State Attorney's
Office. While serving as a
prosecutor he investigated
and prosecuted many crim
inal cases.
Currently, Alvin is an
adjunct instructor at the
University of South Flori
da where he teaches Inter
national Terrorism.
Alvin received his Jur
is Doctorate from Stetson
University College of Law
and a Bachelor of Arts in
Interdisciplinary Social
Science from the Univer
sity of South Florida. Alvin
is also a candidate in the
Masters of Law in Inter
national Law program at
Stetson.

FEATURING
• B.J.: Saturday morning gospel. Wake up with a praying Spirit
5am-10am

• DIANE HUGHES: 5am-10am,M-F. Total Praise with the best
in inspirational music, news, weather and the Spoken Word.

• UNCLE DAVE MICHAELS: 10am-1 pm Just playing the
music the way you like it.

• MICHEALT: Old school and music to drive home by.

We
Welcome
Your
Articles
of

Community
Interest

- STAY LOOSE!
• TONYCHARLES: Take you back home with your favorite
blues and 'chu-chu' oldies 9pm-2am .

FOR ADVERTISING CALL
DONZA DRUMMOND, SALES MANAGER

Please Support Our
Paper by
Patronizing Our
Advertisers

727-821-9947
REQUEST LINE 864-1600

TOWARDS A
BRIGHTER CHILD

of
Tampa Bay
by Patty Lister

The Woes of Toilet
Training
Today is the day; I am
going to toilet train my
child. My daughter is two,
the age when the experts
say all children are ready
and she has a really good
vocabulary so I know she
can tell me she has to go.
The first thing we need is a
potty chair and if we go
together and pick one out I
know she’ll go in it. I put
her on the potty in front of
the TV while she watches
her favorite show. She sits
on the potty chair through
the entire program, stands
up and pees right down her
legs. I couldn’t believe my
eyes. Now what do I do?
I’ll try again later and I
did. After several days of
no progress I decided to
quit. Not only was I frus
trated but she was frustrat
ed as well. How do I know
when she is ready?
About 4 months later,
my daughter starts waking
up with dry diapers and I
realize that her diaper is
staying dry for longer peri
ods of time during the day.
When she wakes up I tell
her it’s potty time. She
gets on the regular toilet,
not the potty, and goes.
Hallelujah, I think I’m on
to something. I tell her
every two hours it’s potty
time and she goes to the
bathroom.
Her diaper
stays dry all day, but what
about a BM. Will she do
that in the toilet too? I
watch her all day waiting
for that moment. You
know what I am talking
about, the moment when
they’re going to go BM.
There are many different
signs they give you. Some
children get that look on
their face, or they go and
hide, or they may even
squat right where they are.
For her it was the look and
when I saw it, I immediate
ly swooped her up and
took her to the toilet and
she went.
How do you know
when your child is ready?
First they start having dry
diapers both when they
wake up and more often
during the day. This shows
that they are physically
ready which happens
around the age of two.
Second they will start
showing an interest by
watching you and asking
about going potty. This
shows that they are emo
tionally ready which hap
pens between the ages of
two and four. If you start
potty training a child too
early, which is the most

common mistake parents
make, it will take a very
longtime. If you wait until
the child is ready they
should be trained within
two weeks. Remember,
there will be accidents,
that is normal and there
should not be any disci
pline that is associated
with it. Children can have
accidents up to the age of 6
years old, especially dur
ing sleep time, but by that
time there should be very
few. If your child contin
ues to have frequent acci
dents see a doctor.
As a general rule, take
your child to the potty
every two hours until they
start telling you they have
to go. Also, do not ask
them if they have to go,
you will most likely get a
no. Just simply say to
them "lets go potty." Most
children take longer to go
BM in the potty than to
urinate. Be patient as that
is the hardest transition for
them to make. A lot of
children are afraid to let it
go. To them it is like let
ting go a piece of. them.
There is also a different
sensation between going
BM in a diaper verses
going in the toilet. Some
children take longer to get
use to that or simply don’t
like the feeling. Don’t get
discouraged just be patient
and keep encouraging
them to go.
Do not get into a
power struggle about toilet
training. The child will
win because it is some
thing they can control. Let
them feel that they are in
control and you are just
there to help and encour
age them. Like everything
else all children are differ
ent. It is not true that girls
are easier to train than
boys. My son trained at an
earlier age than my daugh
ter did. You just never
know.
I have covered
many of the questions and
concerns that most people
have asked me about potty
training. I hope this helps
in your endeavor and
remember it will happen,
no child goes to high
school in a diaper!'
Patty Lister can be
reached at the YWCA of
Tampa Bay Child Develop
ment Center , located at 1201
22nd Street South in St.
Petersburg (across from ihe
new Achievement Center), or
reached by phone at 727-3229510.
Currently there are
openings at the child devel
opment center for children 2
years through 5 years of age.

Serving ‘lamya (Bay Since 1976
Office: 327-WRXB (9792) *
2060 - lst Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713
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Welch
from front page
Shorty’s in Clearwater) and
South Pinellas (Feb. 26 at
Bank of America, St. Pet
ersburg). He plans a robust
campaign on Pinellas’ most
important issues, including
economic development,
health care, transportation,
public safety and improv
ing life in our older neigh
borhoods.
Among his major ac
complishments in office
are:
• Served as Vice Chair
man of the Pinellas Work
force board, "Worknet Pi
nellas", and worked to
bring needed reforms and
equal opportunity to WorkNet business practices.

The Campaign Team
• Strongly supported
County acquisition of Tro
picana Field, bringing $1.4
million annual savings to
St. Petersburg taxpayers.
• Supported the revital
ization of Midtown through
the County’s approval of

the Tangerine Avenue
Community
Rede
velopment Area.
• Led efforts to enforce
public safety laws regard
ing illegal fireworks to pre
vent injuries to children
and innocent bystanders,

and property damage to
homes.
• Successfully lobbied
for a County Commission
office in downtown St. Pe
tersburg, bringing conven
ient accessibility to the cit
izens of District 7.

Sanderlin
from front page
American population. The
school boasts wireless
computer connectivity for
computers in a neighbor
hood served by Florida
Front Porch programs with
many residents who are too
poor to buy a computer.
Sanderlin Elementary, is
intended to keep White stu
dents in a predominantly
Black area of town that
many fear will see the re
segregation of schools in
2007 when the CHOICE
plan ends.
The attractor that San
derlin Elementary is build
ing is an International Bac
calaureate Primary Years
Program (PYP) that many
speakers said reflected
Sanderlin’s ideals. One
goal is to encourage chil
dren to become motivated
learners with a global per
spective connecting them
to the world and other peo
ple. Another goal is to
develop positive attitudes
and action toward learning,
the environment and other
people. The school mission
is "teaching and learning
with the brain and heart in
mind."
"A child's mind is not a
vessel to be filled but a fire
to be ignited," school board
member Mary Brown said
in a videotaped speech.
Brown sent regrets and the
video because she was in
volved in meetings to
select the next school
superintendent.
"Knowledge is power
and provides opportuni
ties," Brown told the chil
dren that "once you leam
something no one can take
it from you."
She urged the children
to control themselves and
develop a positive attitude,
remember that friends
come in all colors, shapes
and sizes and to "build pos
itive relationships."
Brown cautioned that
"this community cannot
afford to not educate," and
she asked parents to set
aside time every day to lis
ten to and speak with their
child and encourage them
to leam and use books to
increase their knowledge
so they had more choices
and opportunities in life.
"Children are our fu
ture," Brown said. She
called on the community to
visit the school, mentor
there and also asked par
ents, teachers and the com
munity to not only assume
responsibility for their own
child but also for one other
child. "Give of yourself,"
Brown said, "give gifts of
time."
Retiring school super
intendent Dr. J. Howard
Hinesley
remembered
Sanderlin as soft-spoken
and kind-hearted with

• Streamlined county
government by eliminating
53 positions without lay
offs, saving taxpayers $3.1
million annually.
• Supporting the new
Small Business Assistance
program which has provid
ed new opportunities for
small businesses to con
tract with Pinellas County,
and the Business Retention
program, which worked to
retain existing businesses
and jobs in Pinellas.
• Provided new fund
ing for recreation and parks
for all Pinellas residents.
The Welch reelection
campaign can be contacted
at (727) 866-8205 or via
email at VoteWelch @
aol.com.

Ambassador

Fourth and fifth grade chorus performing
strong convictions. He said integration he was simply
that Sanderlin’s legacy himself around people of
would carry on from now any race. Once elected, he
to eternity, although it was worked hard as a county
not the building itself, but judge and "gave people the
what took place in the feeling he had listened,"
classrooms and the part and respected the lawyers
nership between the teach who appeared before him.
ers, parents and communi When he later ran for cir
cuit judge he had the sup
ty
Sanderlin was "one of port of attorneys.
the greatest leaders in St.
Dr.
Wayne
G.
Petersburg," said Mayor Thompson, pastor of the
Rick Baker. He urged the First Baptist Institutional
students to study and emu Church
remembered
Sanderlin as a mentor he
late Sanderlin’s life.
There are many things met "as a young boy in
about Sanderlin for stu segregated St. Petersburg."
dents to emulate including Sanderlin gave him lists of
his habit of working hard books to read, checked to
and smart, being nice, make sure he read the
looking out for others and books, attended school and
asked that he bring his
helping people.
Attorney
Enrique report card to his office.
Escarraz, HI was a friend This encouraged him to
and called Sanderlin "one work hard to avoid show
of the smartest and nicest ing Sanderlin a bad grade,
men you would ever Thompson said. He said
know." Escarraz said, that Sanderlin was a "gentle
Sanderlin "spent his life giant" who never raised his
finding a way to succeed voice, heard you out and
and do better," and gave then spoke.
Sanderlin advised "that
the example of how
Sanderlin became an elect even in the worst of times
you could make it,"
ed judge,
Escarraz said that Thompson said, the judge
when Sanderlin ran for fought hard and felt the St.
county judge in 1972, the Petersburg needed to pro
community had never had vide a level playing field
a Black judge
and for everyone.
Paula
Sanderlin
Sanderlin did not receive
the support or financial Dorosti, Sanderlin’s niece,
contributions from attor remembered her uncle as a
neys as candidates for man who "would not ask
judge normally do, They you to do something he
even marked him as being wouldn't do himself," and
"unqualified" to serve. whose attributes included
Undeterred Sanderlin re inquiry, wit, leading by ex
mained nice and worked ample, risk-taking, princi
hard, putting in l8-hour pled action, reflective
Further
he
days of work and cam thinking.
paigning. An advocate of enjoyed gourmet cooking

and loved to feed his fami
ly. She also remembered
the books he gave her that
took her places and show
ed her possibilities, the
attributes of inquiry, wit,
leading by example, risk
taking, principled action,
reflective thinking."
Dorosti said, her uncle
was a man who always had
a mixture of people of all
races and ages around him,
gathering a talented and
diverse group of people
around him he lived his
ideals.
"He was a sword to the
oppressor and a shield to
the oppressed," she said
"A school is the future
with four walls around it,"
Dorosti said, and urged the
children to let her uncle be
an inspiration to them to
leam and use their skills
for the betterment of man.
His brother Raymond
Sanderlin Sr. dedicated the
portrait done by artist Ron
Marvin. Raymond Sander
lin said that after his broth
er was appointed to the
appellate court that Judge
Sanderlin called it the
"icing on the cake."
Raymond said that James
B. Sanderlin would have
called this dedication "the
ice cream that goes with
the cake."
A retired educator,
Raymond substitute teach
es at the school. He said he
has observed many good
things at the school. He
dedicated the portrait to
"remind students and peo
ple of all races what the
Judges' life stood for."

Housing Authority Seeks
Candidates for African American
Museum Board of Directors-----TAMPA BAY- Cur
rently, the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African Ameri
can Museum is seeking
people to serve on the mu
seum’s Board of Directors
and Advisory Committees
to create a thriving and
dynamic Midtown cultural
institution.
The museum is look
ing for people with a vari
ety of skill sets to fill posi
tions on the Board of Di
rectors. Ideal candidates
could include those with a
background in K-12 edu
cation, public relations, ac
counting, grant writing,
law, government, post-sec
ondary education, fund
raising, museum opera
tions and community ad
vocacy.
In addition, the muse
um will be forming several

Advisory Committees in
cluding Membership, Spe
cial Event Planning, Ex
hibition and Programming
and Public Relations.
The Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African Ameri
can Museum will present,
through exhibitions and
educational programming,
the historical voice and ex
perience of African-Amer
icans in the U-S., the State
of Florida, and, most im
portantly, the City of St.
Petersburg.
The Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African Ameri
can Museum will serve the
immediate community of
Midtown St. Petersburg
and Jordan Park. The mu
seum will be located at
2240 Ninth Ave, S. The
museum, together with
other neighborhood cultur-

al institutions, will draw
visitors from all of St.
Petersburg, Pinellas Coun
ty and the Tampa Bay
region.
If you are interested in
being considered for either
the Board of Directors or
one of the Advisory Com
mittees, please submit a
letter of interest and a re
sume highlighting any
related community and/or
employment experiences
to: Commissioner Harry
H. Harvey, Vice-Chairman
St. Petersburg Housing
Authority, 3250 Fifth Ave.
N., St. Petersburg, Florida
33713.
The deadline for sub
mission is April 2, 2004.
For further informa
tion, please cohtact Syl
Farrell at (727) 323-3171,
ext 342.

from front page
money to provide milk and
lunch money for school
children. Helping this proj
ect along were the wives
who organized themselves
as the Ambers. They also
Preachers at Morehouse
worked with various chari sadors for work they have days.
This year President College.
ties to provide Christmas done for the city.
In the proclamation Jack L. Highsmith present
Thompson said he is
to needy children. At a
Mayor
Baker
said
that
no
ed
the
Citizen
of
the
Year
the
only black role model
time when segregation
laws dictated that Black civic club "has distin award to St. Petersburg and clothes model from
baseball players could not guished themselves more native Dr. Wayne G. Maas Brothers, a now de
stay in hotels where their than the Ambassador's Thompson, Pastor of First funct department store.
Institutional Thompson modeled Puri
White team members stay Club" to improve social Baptist
Church and also an itiner tan brand clothes in the
ed the organization provid and economic conditions.
Two
audience
mem
ant preacher, speaker and store window and was
ed a place for them. They
bers
were
singled
out
for
educator. The 140-member allowed to keep what he
also brought Count Basie
recognition.
Mrs.
Ralph
audience playfully enjoyed wore at a time when many
to town to entertain.
The Ambassador Club Wimbish was recognized the introduction, which other kids wore Banlon.
history is includes details for her contributions to the was given by Mattie Spen That was when integration
of the civic and cultural Ambassador Club and Ella cer a family friend. Spen was just beginning to come
programs that the Am Mary Holmes was recog cer kept a straight face as in, Thompson said.
The Ambassador Club
bassadors have been in nized for never missing a she read from her twomeeting.
paged
single-spaced
type
holds
memories
for
volved with over the past
In
continuing
their
written
notes
and
mid-way
Thompson
who
was
a
fourfive decades. This rich his
tory is contained in scrap emphasis on helping Afri through many audience year-old when the Club
books that weigh 110 can American youth James members hung their heads started and recalled going
pounds and the projects "Pudgie" Elliott III pre in mock exhaustion, then to their programs at Gibbs
that are detailed within that sented scholarships for stood and burst into ap High School to participate
weighty tome are part of three students. The recipi plause and smiles at the when he was an eight-yearold. He met the men who
the history of a city that in ents were Larisha Biddines end.
who
attends
Florida
A&M
Spencer
said
Thomp
were
his mentors and had
2004 is wonderful place
University,
Nadia
Camble
son
is
best
known
for
"his
the
"privilege
of working
for all people to live. The
who
is
a
senior
at
Lakedeep
compassion
and
zeal
with
some
of
them
in the
once segregated Pier and
many of
Sunken Gardens are open wood High School and for justice" for congrega community,
to all people now regard Marissa T. Ochoa who is a tion and community mem whom are retirement age
less bf the color of their junior at St. Petersburg bers on "social issues such and still "serving the com
as police brutality, poverty, munity."
skin. For many years, cele High School.
Dr.
George
Banks
pre
and the education of Afri
"We stand on some
brants have used the for
merly segregated Coliseum sented dual Ambassador of can American students." body else's shoulders," said
for the annual Martin the Year, awards to James His efforts resulted in find Thompson who called the
Luther King breakfast. All "Pudgie" Elliott III and ing homes for 875 African men of the Ambassador
of the city parks and swim Fred Camble. Of the co American children in Club trailblazers. "It makes
ming pools are open to recipients Banks said, that Florida and he was keynote you know you better not
if you "ask if they will do speaker at the White House mess up. Nothing I do is
every citizen now.
After Stewart summed something they say no and for National Adoption anything new," he said,
up the Ambassador Club then go ahead and do it." Month. He sits on six "only a continuation of
history, he presented a The men were recognized boards of directors across what some of these men
symbolic cover for the for their dedication to the the nation, belongs to did before."
many civic organizations
Thompson thanked the
weighty scrapbook to Tina club and the community.
The
first
Citizen
of
the
including
the
NAACP
and
Ambassadors
for the honor
Middleton who accepted
Year
award
was
given
in
has
been
a
guest
on
the
and
said
there
were "many
on behalf of the James
1954
to
Jennie
Hall,
a
NBC Today show. Thomp others out there on the field
Weldon Johnson Library
White
woman
who
gave
son was recently honored in this struggle that you
where the tome will be
the
city
$25,000
to
con
by
the Howard University could have chosen, but you
come part of their collec
struct
a
swimming
pool
for
divinity
school and induct chose me and I'm grateful."
tion.
Ernest Williams a city the Black community dur ed into the Martin Luther
Jr.
Board of
councilman and former ing Jim Crow segregation King,
ambassador of the year
said he was "part of the
family." Williams read a
proclamation from Mayor
Rick Baker announcing
that March 13, 2004 was
Ambassador Club Day.
Friday
I
Saturday
I
Sunday
Calling the Ambassadors
9:30am to 8pm I 9:30am to 8pm I 11am to 5pm
"a household word over the
past 50 years," Williams
said the Proclamation was
St Petersburg (in Lakeview Shopping Center — 22nd Aye. S. & 34th St S.)
the "culmination of work
those people put in over the
years."
Williams said that the pro
grams started during the
days of segregation and
many citizens participated
in great club an integral
part of the city for the past
50 years. "People really do
make the difference."
Williams drew ap
Look a Likes
plause from the audience
• Nike • Reeboks • Phat Farm • And 1
when he said that an out
Fashionable
Handbags $9" and $12"
standing city was the result
of people in the city and
328-2100
thanked his fellow ambas-
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SPORTS
Abe Brown-Kappa Alpha Psi
Golf Classic Set for March 20
The Abe BrownKappa Alpha Psi Third
Annual Golf Tournament,
a four-man scramble with
shot gun start, will be held
at Historic Rogers Park
Golf Course in Tampa, on
Saturday, March 20. The
1:00 p.m. start will be pre
ceded by a putting contest
and lunch. This event is the
fraternity’s major fundrais
er of the year. The tourna
ment will feature awards
for the first four teams as

well as awards for closest
to the hole, longest drive,
and with a hole in one, the
opportunity to win a
Mercedes Benz or Buick
SUV donated by local auto
dealerships.
The tournament has
become one of the “must
play” golf tournaments in
the area. “Its fun,” stated
Tournament Chair Larry
Reid, “as well as a way for
participants to give back to
the community.” Proceeds

from the tournament are
used to support college
scholarships, little league
teams, cancer awareness,
and allow the fraternity to
continue its support of eco
nomic development in its
East Tampa neighborhood.
For information, call
Larry Reid at (813) 8730191 or Coach Chuck
White at (813) 873-2986,
or you may email kapparance® msn.com

Buccaneers Sign P. Bidwell
The Tampa Bay Buc
caneers announced that
they have signed P. Josh
Bidwell. Terms were not
disclosed.
Bidwell, a veteran of
four NFL seasons, has
played in 64 career games
as a member of the Green
Bay Packers. He has punt
ed 308 times for 12,659
yards (41.1 avg.) with a
long of 68 yards. He has
also had 85 career punts
downed inside the 20-yard
line.
"We are looking for
ward to having Josh on our
team," said head coach Jon

P. Josh Bidwell
Gruden. "He has displayed
capable punting in adverse
conditions."
In 2003, Bidwell punt
ed 69 times for 2,875 yards
(41.7 avg.) with a long of
60. He also had 16 punts

downed inside the 20-yart
line.
Bidwell entered the
league as a fourth-round
pick (133rd overall) by the
Packers in 1999. Bidwell
was a four-year letterwinner at the University of
Oregon and concluded his
career as a second-team
All-America selection as a
senior.

The State of North Carolina and the United
States Marine Corps Make History at the
2004 CIAA Tournament by Honoring the Men
of Montford Point------------------ -----------------—-----

SPC Basketball
Continues - On TV! —
It's March Madness
time and the St. Petersburg
College men's basketball
team is in the thick of it.
No, the Titans are not
among the 64 teams com
peting for the NCAA title,
but they are dribbling,
shooting and scoring bas
kets on television this
month in a special hoops
event specially taped for
SPC’s Channel 19.
SPC squared off against Hillsborough Com
munity College in a Feb. 4
game in the gym on SPC’s
St. Petersburg/Gibbs Cam
pus, and College Video
grapher Dave Herring and
his crew were there with
seven cameras to capture
the action.
Several hundred fans
and special guests filled
the stands, a college pep
band played, the SPC
Madrigalians sang, St.

Petersburg Mayor Rick
Baker tossed up the cere
monial tipoff, and SPC’s
own "Sweepin’ Phil"
McGauran provided his
mirthful mix of broomand-dance at halftime.
Play-by-play was pro
vided by SPC Athletic Di
rector Lars Hafner (a for
mer SPC player himself)
and Jerry Johnson. John
son, formerly a sportscast
er with WTSP Ch. 10, now
is with the college’s Digi
tal Media department.
The game is being
shown at 8 p.m. Wednes
day, Thursday and Friday
of this week, and the same
evenings and times next
week. The two-hour broad
cast is not only colorful,
it’s historic, as it is the first
basketball game ever taped
by the college for airing on
its own cable channel.

The Selmon Legacy

Ford donated $100,000 to the CIAA Scholarship
Fund at the recent CIAA Tournament.
L-R: Chuck Morrison, Senior Vice-President
Client Services, Uniworld Group, Inc.; Archie
Kindall, Dealer Principal, Plaza Ford; Dr. Sunday
Adesuyi, President, CIAA; Nat Mason,
Multicultural Marketing Manager, Ford Division;
Mary Campbell, Brand Communications
Manager, Ford.
Six years ago, the
Montford Point Marines
swore to defend the
Constitution of the United
States while living and
training at Montford Point
in North Carolina, now
known as Camp Johnson.
More than 20,000 Marines
stationed there from 1942
to 1949 made history as the
first African-Americans to
serve in the Marine Corps.
This year, they attended the
Central
Intercollegiate
Athletic
Association
(CIAA)
Basketball
Tournament, where they
recounted their remarkable
story.
During the week of the

tournament, Governor of
North Carolina, Michael F.
Easley, and Mayor of
Raleigh, Charles Meeker
officially recognized the
Men of Montford Point
with proclamation for their
heroic deeds. Both pro
claimed Feb. 23 - 28 as
‘Men of Montford Point
Excellence in Leadership
Week.’
“By bringing the ‘Men
of Montford Point’ to the
City of Raleigh to tell of
their incredible adventure
as U.S. Marine pioneers, it
is a unique way of provid
ing inspiration in the lives
of young people,” said
Brigadier General John

L-R: Basketball legend “Magic” Johnson, United
States Marine Corps Brigadier General John
Thomas and Captain Mark Cole share a moment
with onlookers at their VIP suite during the 2004
CIAA Tournament in Raleigh, NC.

In an on-court recognition at the CIAA Basketball
Tournament, the Ford Motor Company was salut
ed as the “2004 CIAA Corporate Partner of the
Year.” L-R: Mary Campbell, Dr. Sunday Adesuyi,
Nat Mason, and Chuck Morrison

Brigadier General John Thomas (far right), one of the United States Marine Corps’ highest ranking
officers along with surviving “Men of Montford Point,” the first African-Americans to integrate the
Marine Corps, received an official on-court recognition by the State of North Carolina proclaiming
February 23-28 as “Men of Montford Point Excellence in Leadership Week” in honor of
Black History Month.
Thomas of the United
States Marine Corps.
“The Marine Corps is
proud to participate for the

Wright
from front page
it was Wright, the lanky
southpaw who brought the
IBF title into the ring but
had toiled mostly in obscu
rity for most of his career.
Even when he was defend
ing his title, Wright was
largely relegated to under
cards on bigger fights.
Once on center stage,
though, he executed his
fight plan to near perfec-

fourth consecutive year as
a leading partner in the
CIAA
Basketball
Tournament. It is vitally

important that we continue
to foster the development
of tomorrow’s leaders and
we applaud the role of the

CIAA in providing a forum
that encourages academic,
civic and extracurricular
excellence.”

tion against Mosley, who
would claim later that he
felt dehydrated and was
unable to do things he
could normally do.
In the end, he won
117-111 on two scorecards
and 116-112 on a third,
raising his arms in a mix
ture of relief and triumph
that the moment had final
ly come.
"He's a true champi
on," Mosley said. "Winky

was just the better man
tonight. There are no
excuses."
Trinidad was at ring
side to scout Mosley, who
had an agreement to fight
the former champion in
November for a minimum
of $10 million. But it
became apparent early in
the fight that Wright was
controlling the action and
landing the bigger punch
es.
"If you box him like
this it will be an easy fight
for you," Wright's trainer,
Dan Birmingham told his
fighter after the second
round.
It wasn't easy, but it
was convincing. And now
Wright, who earned a
career-high $750,000, is
ready to be rewarded.
"Show
me
the
money," he said.
Wright would like to
fight Trinidad, but first he's
likely to have a rematch
with Mosley, who had a

rematch clause written into
the contract when he
offered Wright the fight.
Wright wasn't too worried
about the terms of the con
tract, just thrilled to finally
get a chance.
His friend, Barry
Bonds, was at ringside to
cheer him on, and another
friend, Roy Jones Jr.,
watched on TV from
home.
"We.definitely will do
it again," the St. Peters
burg, Fla., fighter said.
Mosley, who earned
$2.1 million, had been
coining off the biggest win
of his career over De La
Hoya last September. He
vowed to be back, and win'
a rematch.
"It's not just Sugar
Shane, Oscar De La Hoya
and Trinidad anymore,"
Mosley said. "Now we
have Winky Wright."

how can you keep
The truth Is. a little of your time can make a lifetime
of difference. Because kids with somethino to do
are less likely to do drugs. Yen can help. For more
information on drug prevention programs in your
community, call or visit:

_
b^mwont

1877 KIDS 313
www.youcanhelpkiils.org
Offirr <>f National Drug Control Policy

TAMPA - Lee Roy
Selmon will develop and
run a new athletics fund
raising organization to pre
pare University of South
Florida (USF) athletics for
a strong debut in the Big
East and to fulfill the 10to 15-year vision of USF
athletics, USF President
Judy Genshaft announced
today. Selmon will serve as
president of the USF
Foundation Partnership for
Athletics, which will focus
on developing USF’s infra
structure, especially its
facilities and endowment.
"Lee Roy will contin
ue to serve as our most
prominent fund-raising
professional for USF ath
letics," Genshaft said. "He
is a tremendous represen
tative for USF, a great man
and a dear friend. I am
delighted that he will con
tinue to be my partner for
athletics fund raising and a
member of the USF team."
For several months,
Selmon and the athletics
fund-raising team have
been mapping out the
organization Selmon will
now lead. He will work
side-by-side with a new
USF athletic director and
recruit a board of directors
to help take USF’s athlet
ics to the next level.
The
appointment
marks a new phase in a
career of continuous
accomplishment
for
Selmon, who served as
athletic director since May
2001 and was associate
athletic director from
1993-2001. During that
time, he helped launch
USF’s football program,
spearheaded the construc
tion of a new athletic facil
ity and led the university’s
move into Conference
USA and then into the Big
East Conference.
"Everything
we’ve
accomplished has been
accomplished as a team,"
Selmon said. "My position
on the team may be changing, but my commitment to

Lee Roy Selmon
it, and to our student-ath
letes, is stronger than
ever."
USF will launch a
national search for a new
athletic director and has
formed a search committee
chaired
by
Hinks
Shimberg, chairman of
Shimberg Cross Company
and chairman of the USF
Foundation. Committee
members include Dr.
David Dorton, co-director
of Bay Dermatology and
Cosmetic Surgery; Richard
Gonzmart, president of
Columbia
Restaurants;
Renu Khator, USF provost
and vice president for aca
demic affairs; Brian Lamb,
director of financial servic
es for TECO; Michael
Rierson, vice president of
university advancement
and president of the USF
Foundation;
Linda
Simmons, president of
R.R.
Simmons
Construction Company;
Frank Morsani, owner and
president of Automotive
Investments; John Ramil,
president
of
Tampa
Electric Company; and
Chris Sullivan, chairman
of Outback Restaurants.
The committee will deter
mine whether to use a con
sulting firm for the search.
During the interim
period, USF Foundation
President Michael Rierson
and USF Executive Vice
President Carl Carlucci
will serve as interim co
directors for USF athletics.
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BUSINESS/ FINANCE
Tampa Seeks Rebound As Weak
Economy Hurts Downtowns
N at i o n wi d e--------------- -------------------by Dave Simanoff
The Tampa Tribune
TAMPA (AP)- Peel
back the facade of down
town Tampa's office build
ings and you'll find some
thing missing.
Tenants. Lots of them.
Cushman & Wakefield,
the commercial real estate
services giant, says onefifth of the commercial
downtown office space was
vacant last quarter. Even
though the rate has been
rising for the past two
years, experts are hopeful
that an economic recovery
will bring new tenants and
expansion, of existing ones.
But landlords aren't pin
ning their hopes on a sud
den rebound.
You don't have to look
hard to find causes for the
vacancy rate. Real estate
insiders agree that the pri
mary culprit is the weak
national economy, which
has curtailed many compa
nies' growth plans and, as a
result, cut into the demand
for office space.
Downtown Tampa isn't
alone in its suffering. The
national economy has hurt
downtown office markets
across the country. Torto
Wheaton Research, part of
CB Richard Ellis, reports
that the national office
vacancy rate is 16.9 per
cent, putting Tampa a few
percentage points above
average.
But the economy is just
one issue facing downtown
Tampa's office market.
Traditionally, "down
town is the heart of the
city," said Paul Ayres,
director of marketing and
business development for
the Tampa Downtown
Partnership. "If you have
to do business with the
state or the county or the
city, you have to have
offices here in the down
town area."
Conventional wisdom
dictates that major law
firms need to be downtown
to be close to clients, courts
and government centers.
But Carlton Fields, the
venerable
Tampa-based
law firm, raised plenty of
eyebrows last summer

when it announced it would
leave downtown Tampa for
new
offices
near
International Plaza in the
West Shore business dis
trict. The central location
and proximity to Tampa
International Airport led to
the law firm's decision to
abandon downtown.
Another
downtown
dweller, Arthur Andefsen,
disappeared from the build
ing directory at Bank of
America Plaza after the
accounting scandals at
Enron Corp, and other cor
porations in 2002.
Larry Richey, senior
managing
director
at
Cushman & Wakefield,
sees today's vacancy rates
and asking rates as part of a
20-year trend. A long series
of consolidations in the
finance
industry
has
thinned out the number of
banks needing office space
in downtown Tampa, he
said.
"There's been consid
erable downsizing of the
financial institutions, to the
tune of 1.5 million square
feet," he said. "Fewer
banks need fewer square
feet."
Two major tenants,
Bank of America and
Verizon Communications,
have consolidated their
local operations after merg
ers and acquisitions left
them, with a surplus of
space, leaving several
thousand square feet of
vacant space. Bank of
America,
formerly
NationsBank,
bought
Barnett Bank in 1998, and
Verizon Communications
was bom out of the merger
of GTE and Bell Atlantic in
2000.
Looking just, at the
high-end, high-rent build
ings that are considered
Class A buildings, such as
Bank of America Plaza and
SunTrust Financial Centre,
vacancy rates are healthier
but still rising. Cushman &
Wakefield reported a 15.6
percent vacancy rate for
Class A space in downtown
Tampa last quarter, com
pared with 11.5 percent a
year ago and 9.7 percent
two years ago.

Tampa's 20.4 percent
vacancy rate includes
unleased space plus the
space that's still under lease
but not being used and is
available for another tenant
to sublet. In comparison,
Tampa's commercial office
space was 17.8 percent
vacant a year ago and 13.8
percent vacant two years
ago, according to Cushman
& Wakefield.
Asking rates have
remained low because
many of Tampa's down
town buildings opened
about the same time, creat
ing more competition for
tenants than if the buildings
had been developed one at
a time.
"I would challenge
you to find another city in
the U.S. where there were
three major waves of
development like this,"
Richey said. "It prevented
the individual buildings
from achieving the rental
rates they should have
achieved."
Tampa's asking rates
are the lowest for any
downtown office market in
Florida,
except
Jacksonville, he said.
Landlords have held
firm on rental rates, at least
on paper, even as vacancy
rates have risen. Asking
rates _ the rates that land
lords would like to receive
_ are down slightly from
two years ago. Cushman &
Wakefield reports show
that the asking rate for
downtown space was
$18.56 a square foot last
quarter, down from $18.66
two years ago. For the
higher-price Class A prop
erties, the asking rate was
$20.24 a square foot, down
from $20.60 two years ago.
Stable asking rates tell
only part of the story.
Though many landlords
haven't whittled down their
prices, they have made
other concessions that pro
vide bargains to tenants,
such as offering money for
improvements or several
months of free rent.
Michael Hoffman, first
vice president of CB
Richard Ellis and head of
leasing for Bank of

America Plaza, said he is
seeing a lot of "cut-rate
competition" for tenants.
Bank of America Plaza is
one of the office buildings
that hasn't been hit hard by
vacancies, he said.
"We don't have the
vacancies that would war
rant us to start having a fire
sale, but we definitely have
been doing deals, and we
would like to see every
deal that's out there," he
said.
Hoffman said he's
more interested in selling
Bank of America's prestige
than in trying to undercut
his rivals.
"We aren't going to
lower our rates to compete
with them because we feel
we are a better building _ if
people want to be here,
they'll pay a little premium
to be here," he said. "Once
the deal gets to a certain
point where it no longer
makes economic sense,
we'll fold our hand and
walk away."
Anne-Marie
Ayers,
vice president at CB
Richard Ellis, said it would
be wrong to predict doom
and gloom for downtown
Tampa based on vacancy
rates. She points out that
some buildings, such as
100 North Tampa, Bank of
America
Plaza
and
SouthTrust Plaza, continue
to enjoy fairly low vacancy
rates.
"You can't just say
things are horrible right
now, because some build
ings do continue to do
transactions," she said.
Richey, of Cushman &
Wakefield, said he thinks
downtown Tampa's avail
ability of space and com
paratively
inexpensive
office rates could prove an
advantage when the econo
my rebounds and compa
nies look for places to
expand and relocate.
"I do believe that as
the economy picks up,
downtown Tampa's vacan
cies will be absorbed faster
than most other markets,"
he said. "We will see
increases in rental rates
faster than most other mar
kets."
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Car H^Bad Credit

• High Quality • Car Fax Certified
*2.99% APR • $88 Down
(60 mos. + tax & tag, WAC)

‘02 Mitsubishi GaIant ES
Charcoal grey, auto, a/c
48 mo. @2.99% APR
$222.91 mo. or $9988

‘02 Kia Spoilage
Two-tone paint, auto
48 mo. @ 2.99% APR
$268.50 mo. or $9988

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Gua ra n teed

‘00 Fort Explorer XLS
4-door, auto, a/c
60mo. @ 2.99% APR
$215.42 mo. or $11,988

Send Your Letters to:
The Weekly Challenger
2500 M.L. King St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

‘00 VW Cabria
‘02 Mustang Coupe
‘00 Isuzu Rodeo LS
Conv auto
Silver, auto, 13k mi.
Auto, a/c, power pkg.
60 mo. @2.99% APR
60 mo. @ 2.99% APR
60 mo. @ 2.99% APR
$215.42 mo. or $11,988 $215.42 mo. or $11,988 $215.42 mo. or $11,988
‘01 VW Jetta GLS
Auto a/c
60 nio @2.99% APR

‘00 VW Passat GLS
Black pearl, loaded
60 mo. @ 2.99% APR

‘01 Mazda Tribute
4dr, Auto, a/c, 44k mi.
60 mo. @ 2.99% APR

$233.45 mo. or $12,988

$233.45 mo. or $12,988

$233.45 mo. or $13,988

‘00 Nissan Maxima
‘99 Cad. DeviIIe Concours ‘01 Gr. Cherokee
White pearl, auto, a/c
Carr, roof, chrome alloys Loredo pkg.
60 mo @2.99% APR
60 mo. @ 2.99% APR
60 mo. @ 2.99% APR
$233.45 mo. or $13,988 $268.50 mO. or $14,988 $268.50 mo. of $14,988

16 HOUR HAIR
BRAIDING COURSE
Certified By The State of FIorida
We Have The
Best Price in the
State Of Florida

$27500

Flexible Hours Available • 6 Days A Week
'02 Mit. Diamante
‘00 LincoIn LS V8
‘01 Ford Expedition
LS Pkg. Ithr., sunroof
pwr sunroof, 14” whls
Lthr., 3rd row, dual air
60 mo @ 2 99% APR
60 mo. @ 2.99% APR
60 mo. @ 2.99% APR
$268.50 mo. or $14,988 $305.56 mo. or $18,988 $341.61 mo. or $21,988

Bradenton CIasses • April 5th & 6th
Call to register by April 2nd

St. Petersburg CIasses • Tues. - Sat.
11612 N Nebraska Ave. Tampa, FL

5600 34th Street North • St. Petersburg • (727) 528-0705

nesses.
"We are excited about
the opportunity to bring on
General Motors as the title
sponsor of our Entre
preneurs Conference. GM
has been an instrumental
component to the success
of the conference since its
inception. Their participa
tion as title sponsor for
2004 is further demonstra
tion of GM’s commitment
to the growth and develop
ment of black-owned busi
nesses," says Earl G.
Graves Sr., Chairman and
Pictured L-R, Gary Cowger, President, GM North America with Black
Publisher of BLACK
Enterprise Publisher Earl G* Graves Sr. GM is slated to host the 9th
ENTERPRISE.
Annual, Black Enterprise Entrepreneurs Conference in Dallas, Texas from
The Black EnterMay 12-16.
prise/General
Motors
(New York, NY) - 2,000 African American and African Americans fig Entrepreneurs Conference
BLACK ENTERPRISE entrepreneurs and business ure prominently into that is designed to provide busi
announced that General leaders.
equation, whether it’s the ness owners with the tools
Motors (GM) will serve as
''General Motors is billions of dollars in pur they need to compete and
title sponsor of the 9th pleased to partner with chases from suppliers; the thrive. The event is also a
annual
Black
Enter- BLACK ENTERPRISE on many employees who celebration of the nation’s
prise/General
Motors a program that allows us to design, build, and market largest black-owned busi
Entrepreneurs Conference, get further involved with GM cars and trucks; or the nesses, the B.E. 100s, and
marking the first time the entrepreneurs, business dealers who sell our prod it will recognize other
world’s largest vehicle men and women who are ucts."
notables with awards such
manufacturer and world full of creative ideas and
For more than 34 as company of the year, ris
wide marketer of cars and enthusiasm. These are the years, BLACK ENTER ing star, and business inno
trucks has signed on as types of individuals with PRISE has addressed the vator of the year.
host. This year’s event, whom GM wants to do needs of the African
For more information
themed Taking Business business,"
says
Gary American entrepreneur,' and a complete schedule of
Beyond Boundaries, will Cowger, President, GM both in the pages of the events for the Black
be held May 12-16 at the North America. "As a cor award-winning magazine, Enterprise/General Motors
Wyndham Anatole Hotel in poration, GM stresses the and through workshops Entrepreneurs Conference,
Dallas, Texas and is importance of valuing and seminars for estab visit
www.blackenterexpected to draw up to diversity as good business, lished and emerging busi- prise.com.

Atlanta Life Appoints Ronald Brown
New CEO--------------------------------------------

Ronald Brown

CAR SALES

A

General Motors to Host 9th Annual
Black Enterprise Entrepreneurs
Conference

Toll Free

1-877-632-1957

ATLANTA - The
Board of Directors of
Atlanta Life Financial
Group announces the
appointment of Ronald D.
Brown as CEO and
President. Atlanta Life is
the only stock-owned
African-American insur
ance company in the nation
and one of the oldest and
most respected insurance
companies in Atlanta (GA).
Ronald D. Brown will
assume the position of
CEO and President of
Atlanta Life Financial
Group effective March 8th.
He comes to Atlanta Life
after having served as a
member of its Board of
Directors for several years.
A Morehouse man and a
graduate of Columbia
University’s
Financial
Management Program, he
is a businessman with

unparalleled
leadership
qualities. With more than
ten years of experience at
the CEO level with The
Variant
Group,
LLC;
SYNAVANT; and IMS
Health
Strategic
Technologies, Mr. Brown
has managed international
businesses with offices in
thirty-two (32) countries.
He is a global leader in
Customer
Relationship
Management and sales
force technology. He has
worked with Dun &
Bradstreet Corporation and
successor companies and
made his mark in building
strong executive teams and
corporate infrastructure,
increasing profitability and
managing the process of
taking a company public.
"The
Board
of
Directors of Atlanta Life
Financial
Group
has

accepted the resignation of
Charles Cornelius, who led
the Atlanta Life Companies
for seven years," said Bill
Clement, Chairman of the
Board of Atlanta Life
Financial Group (ALFG).
"We appreciate the contri
butions Mr. Cornelius
made to Atlanta Life. At
the same time, our Board of
Directors is extremely
pleased and energized
about the selection of
Ronald Brown as the 6th
President in Atlanta Life’s
100 years. We are confi
dent that he will meet the
challenging strategic direc
tion that the Board has
placed before him. Mr.
Brown has a keen mind,
possesses a high energy
level, and brings a success
ful track record that will
help us move this company
forward," continued Mr.
Clement.
Atlanta Life Insurance
Company
restructured
under the umbrella of the
new holding company,
Atlanta Life Financial
Group, in 2001 and
expanded
to
include
Atlanta Life Insurance
Company
Investment
Advisors, Inc. (ALICIA).
"With
the
100th
Anniversary of Atlanta Life
less than twelve months
away, we feel the eyes of
the founder of this leg
endary company upon us;
and we shall draw from his
strength and savvy as we
approach the second centu
ry of service," said Dr.
Edward Irons, Chairman of
the Board of Directors of
the Herndon Foundation,
the major stockholder of
Atlanta Life Financial

Group. "Over the last sev
eral years, as Ron has
served as a director of
ALFG, I have been
impressed with his ability
to get to the heart of a prob
lem, to set rational goals
and to suggest strategies
for achieving those goals.
It is my opinion that he
brings the appropriate
experience, judgment and
leadership skills to lead
AFLG through this period
of change," added Dr.
Irons.
"I am ready to ‘answer
the call’," said Ron Brown.
"I have enjoyed my associ
ation with the members of
the ALFG Board, and I
look forward to bringing
my expertise and experi
ence to the challenges and
opportunities of guiding
this nationally renown
organization toward even
greater accomplishments in
the future."
Founded in 1905 by
Alonzo Franklin Herndon,
Atlanta Life has more than
$16 billion in insurance in
force, serves more than 2
million customers through
out the United States and
has more than $58 million
in assets under manage
ment in its emerging asset
management unit.
For
more information about
Atlanta Life, please visit
the company on the inter
net at atlantalife.com.

THERE IS
ONLY ONE
RACE IN
THIS
WORLD THE
HUMAN
RACE
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STATE NEWS
Husband Arrested on Charges of
Running Over Wife, , Mother-in-Law

Soldier Who Refused to Return to
Iraq Surrenders in North Miami —

MILTON, Ha. (AP) A man has been charged in
the deaths of his ex-wife
and elderly former motherin-law, who police say
were run down in their
front yard.
Carl Junices Bryan, 69,
was arrested at the scene
early last Sunday and was
being held without bail
Monday on two counts of
murder. He was expected
to make an initial court ap
pearance last Monday.
Becky Ann Langford,
and her 85-year-old mother
Queen Victoria Franklin,
died after they were run
over by Bryan's pickup
truck, sheriffs officials

by Erik Schelzig
Associated Press Writer
NORTH MIAMI, Fla.
(AP) - Shaken by a gun
fight in Iraq that killed
innocent civilians, a 28year-old U.S. soldier de
clared the invasion “an oildriven war" and said he
won't return to the Middle
East and fight.
Staff Sgt. Camilo
Mejia, of Miami Beach,
surrendered Monday at an
air force base in Massachu
setts, where he was ordered
to report to his unit Tues
day at the North Miami Ar
mory in suburban Miami.
His attorney, Louis
Font, said he believes
Mejia, is the first soldier to
turn himself in after refus
ing to return to Iraq. Mejia
said he would seek consci
entious objector status.
Mejia was in Iraq for
about five months last year
until October, when he
returned home on leave. He
did not return to duty.
“This is an oil-driven
war, and I don't think any
soldier signs up to fight for
oil," Mejia said Monday
after arriving at Fort
Lauderdale-Hollywood
International Airport.
Mejia said he was par
ticularly upset over an inci
dent in which he and others

said.
“He planned it out,"
said Santa Rosa Sheriffs
Office spokesman Jerry
Henderson, who noted that
the center of Bryan's steer
ing wheel was wrapped in
rope, apparently to prevent
the airbag from deploying
during a collision.
Langford and Bryan
divorced last March, ac
cording to court records.
Sheriffs officials say
that just after midnight on
Sunday, Bryan drove his
truck into Langford's
home, near where her bed
room is located. The truck
tore a gaping hole in the
comer of the house.

Langford, 59, and her
mother ran out through a
door on the other side of
the house. Sheriffs offi
cials say when Bryan saw
them, he ran one down and
then the other.
Keith Hines, who lives
next door, said he heard the
truck smash into Lang
ford's bedroom. He said he
thought it was an accident.
“I thought somebody
just ran off the road and hit
the (house). Then I came
outside and saw the bod
ies," Hines said. ”It doesn't
make any sense."
Tire marks crisscrossed
the front yard, a lamp post
in the front yard was flat

tened and two cars that had
been parked in the drive
way were smashed and
pushed sideways into the
yard.
.Hines said Bryan
threatened to shoot him if
he didn't get back into his
own yard. Hines tried to
help the victims but said
Bryan chased him away
with his truck.
Deputies said he also
tried to run down para
medics who had arrived at
the scene. Authorities said
Bryan was arrested after
his truck came to a stop
near the crime scene.

Worker Survives More Than 80-Foot
Fall from Apartment Building ---------HOLLYWOOD, Fla.
(AP) - A construction
worker fell more than eight
stories from an apartment
building, leaving him in
critical condition with frac
tures and internal injuries.
Pedro Matta, a worker
with a waterproofing and
painting company, was re
pairing a balcony at the
Apartments at Hillcrest
complex when he fell more

than 80 feet Monday morn
ing, said Hollywood FireRescue spokesman Matt
Phillips.
Matta, of Miami, fell
after trying to jump from
the building's roof onto a
motorized platform about a
half-foot below the roof,
said co-worker Ricardo
Veliz.
Fire-rescue
crews
found Matta, 36, sprawled

on his left side on the lawn
behind
the
building,
Phillips said. He was taken
to Memorial Regional
Hospital in Hollywood
with internal injuries and
fractures to his left leg,
arm, hip and right shoulder,
Phillips said.
Veliz said he and Matta
were repairing the balcony
when Matta realized he had
forgotten a vacuum.

Matta rode the motor
ized platform to the roof,
instead of lowering it to the
ground. He planned to take
the apartment stairs to
retrieve the vacuum.
Matta got off the plat
form, then jumped back on,
but the impact tilted the
platform, and he lost his
grip-

PLEASE E-MAIL YOUR. ADS TO:
smfai th @ tampabay.rr.com
MAKE
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Ihe Lowest Price Phis America's #1
Warranty

2004 XL-7

V-6, automatic, full power, AM/FM/CD.
Stock# 37993

2004 Forenza
Sedan ZWB
Loaded with stands^
features.
Stock# 38059

PAYMENT DAZE PRICE

OR

s15j095* s3/iff/lwo'

2004AerioSX

Stock# 37997

A “Consumer's Digest” best
buy. loaded with
equipment.

2004 Verona
■ifr

and get more
equipment

PAYMENT DAZE PRICE

OR

S10,999 S18Z‘/mo. S11.BO9S1BB»
2004 Vitara 4 Dr. 2004 Grand Vitara
V-6, automatic,
sunroof, power
windows, locks
and mirrors,
AM/FM/CD
with subwoofer

automatic,power
windows. locks and
mirrors

V-6,

Stock# 38044

Stock# 38030

OR

$19 QQES* $91«5*/mo.

PAYMENT DAZE PRICE

*15.995*

duty.
“The Florida National
Guard does not have any
jurisdiction over the indi
vidual," said Lt. Col. Ron
Tittle, a Florida National
Guard spokesman. “He's
active duty Army."
Mejia was accompa
nied by his lawyer when he
surrendered to two military
police officers at the gate
of Hanscom Air Force Base
in Massachusetts.
“I have not committed
a crime, and I should not
run," Mejia said before
turning himself in. Officers
told him to fly immediately
to Florida and report to his
unit.
A native of Nicaragua,
Mejia is a permanent resi
dent of the United States

JACKSONVILLE,
Fla. (AP) - Federal offi
cials have ended their cor
ruption probe into the
Jacksonville Police Depart
ment, four years after a
police officer's kidnapping,
robbery and strangulation
of a convenience store
chain owner.
Federal prosecutor Jim
Klindt said Monday he
advised
Sheriff John
Rutherford last week about
hiS decision to turn the
cases over to the sheriffs
office for review.
Klindt declined to dis
cuss the investigations or
why they were closed but
said he found no wide

spread corruption in the
police agency.
Former police officer
Karl Waldon is serving four
life sentences for the death
of Sami Safar. Officer Aric
Sinclair Sinclair received a
17-year prison sentence.
Safar died in July 1998
after being robbed of
$51,000 in the back of
Waldon's police car during
a traffic stop. Sinclair
worked off-duty security at
the SouthTrust bank and
gave Waldon information
about Safar's banking
habits.
“The investigation that
continued after the sentericing of Waldon,. Sinclair

(and others) uncovered cer
tain irregularities that we
believe the sheriff will pur
sue," Klindt said.
Klindt said his office
would assist Rutherford
and wouldn't rule out
renewing
the
federal
probes if new information
emerges.
The sheriffs office,
under both Rutherford and
former Sheriff Nat Glover,
put its investigation on
hold until the federal inves
tigation was over.
“Now that the federal
prosecutors have ended the
criminal investigation, that
will free us up to go for
ward with our administra

tive review of this whole
matter," Rutherford said.
t Rutherford said the
internal investigation will
include a separate review
of the actions involving
Waldon and other officers
in a 31/2-year crime spree
that included the slaying of
Safar.
Federal officials said in
2001 that a handful of
Jacksonville police officers
suspected of stealing
money and other property
during drug raids were sub
jects of an ongoing investi
gation stemming from the
Waldon probe.

NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
PINELLAS COUNTY CONSORTIUM
Consolidated submission for 2004-2005
FEDERAL HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
Pinellas County expects to receive approximately $6,985,780 in Federal grant funds and program income for the fiscal year beginning October 1,2004. The expected funding amounts are:
$ 3,701,000
$-1,845,119
$ 1,300,000
$ 139.661
$ 6,985,780

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
HOME Investments Partnership Program (HOME)
Program Income ($700,000 CDBG and $600,000 HOME)
Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG)* '
Total

In addition, approximately $4 million in State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) funds will be available. Funding will be allocated to projects within the County’s four
major areas of interest for community development: housing, neighborhood improvements in Targeted Areas, Special District activities and facilities serving low/moder
ate-income households including special needs populations. As an Urban County under the CDBG Program, the County’s jurisdiction covers all unincorporated and incor
porated areas except for the Cities of Clearwater, Largo, St. Petersburg, and Belleair Shore. The City of Largo receives HOME funds as part of the Consortium.

Stock# 38070

PAYMENT DAZE PRICE

were ambushed and inno
cent civilians were hit in
the ensuing gunfire.
“That's one of the
things that tells me there's
no such thing as a fair war,
no such thing as a just war,"
he said.
He did not believe his
refusal to return to service
in Iraq affected morale
among the troops, saying:
“I think the morale of the
soldiers is already affect
ed."
Mejia was ordered to
report to his unit, the 1st
Battalion, 124th Infantry
Regiment of the Florida
National Guard, but it was
not clear whether he would
heed to be transferred again
to Georgia, where his unit
was activated for Army

No Charges in Two Federal
Investigations of Jacksonville Police

PAYMENT DAZE PRICE „
OR
SQIWr $1B0r/mo.

Compare to Camry, Accord
and Altima. Save thousafid^j^jJ

Staff Sgt Camilo Mejia, front right, speaks to the
media outside the North Miami Armory in North
Miami, Fla.; Tuesday, March 16, 2004

who served in the Army for
three years. He had served
in the National Guard for
five years when his unit
was called to active duty. In
civilian life, he was a psy
chology student at the
University of Miami.
Mejia said he joined
the military upon his
arrival in the United States
so he could work his way
into American society. He
could not say whether he
might be deported because
of his refusal to serve, but
said “whatever sacrifice I
have to make, I have to go
there."
Tod Ensign, director of
Citizen Soldier, a New
York-based group that pro
vides counsel and defense
to military resisters and is
organizing Mejia's defense,
said Mejia could face up to
one year in prison for being
absent without leave and
up to five years in prison if
he is convicted of deser
tion.
“I am saying no to war;
I have chosen peace,"
Mejia said Monday at an
anti-war news conference.
“I went to Iraq and was an
instrument of violence and
now I have decided to
become an instrument of
peace."

OR

s2B4*/m"-

Proposals are specifically requested for the following priorities:
Agencies and corporations, for-profit and nonprofit, to administer the following affordable housing programs on behalf of the County Home Retiair Loan
Program, Down Payment Assistance Loan Program, Purchase/Rehab Loan Program, and the Independent Living Program. Detailed program descrintions are
included in the online application packages.
E
Agencies and corporations, for-profit and nonprofit, to provide the housing services to residents of the Urban County. These services include but are not limit
ed to, homebuyer counseling services, landlord tenant counseling, fair housing counseling, family budgeting classes, referral services, and rental housing nlacement programs. Proposals for new housing services other than those listed are gladly accepted.
Buildere and developers to participate in the Rental Housing Development Program for the construction and rehabilitation of multifamily rental pronerties in the
Urban County or the City of Largo. A detailed program description is included in the online application package.
”
Prope
Builders and developers to participate in the Model Homes Program to build and renovate housing for sale to eligible households. This program onerates in the
Greater Ridgecrest and Central Lealman Targeted Areas. A detailed program description is included in the online application package. ? g
operates
Developers with innovative infill and redevelopment proposals for affordable housing production or preservation in the Urban County including but not limaX“gfp»(l bnd^fintdng6r6USe’ i“VeC°nStrUCti°nmeth0<1S’
“"h*™““ «needs housinS- I-an pr “a^ avatwX
Neighborhood-based agencies or otiier agencies offering programs in Dansville, Greater Ridgecrest,'and Central Lealman are invited to submit project propos
als supporting the objectives specified in approved neighborhood plans.
auoiiui project propos
Cooperating local governments or other governing bodies are invited to submit proposals for capital projects in areas designated as
pa
i
Districts, Urban Infill, or Main Street Districts.
aesignated as Community Redevelopment
Other proposals from agencies for eligible activities (see list below) will be accepted and will be considered after proposals for nrioritta.
u
u
sidered, subject to availability of funds.
,
P P°
priorities above have been con-

CROWNS SUZUKI

Eligjble Activities: CDBG funds are used to provide decent housing and a suitable living environment, principally for low and moderate
u
e ,j
mate blighting conditions. Eligible activities include housing rehabilitation and preservation, public facilities and improvements public infmsro! I‘ Set!olds’and ®hm'
olition, economic development, public services, and housing services. Eligible activities under HOME include construction rehabilitation
c earance and ,dem’
expand the supply of decent and affordable housing, and home ownership assistance. ESG*funds are used to rehabilitate shelters servino thA
acqu’sltlon in.°rder t0
ating funds and essential supportive services.
SerVmg the homeless and to provide oper-

U.S. 19 & 54th Ave. N. • St. Petersburg

Jurisdiction; CDBG funds will be used to benefit residents located in the Urban County (all unincorporated areas and twenty cooperating

727-527-7151

OPEN
SUNDAYS

•All sate prices and payments include $2,000 cash or trade equity down. Tax, tag, and dealer administrative
tee of $397 not included. 72 mos. @ 5.9% APR, with approved credit.

„a

n

■„ u.

used to benefit residents of the Pinellas County Consortium (Urban County and the City of Largo). ESG* funds will benefit
, HOME funds 'vl11 j*
limits of St. Petersburg, except that facilities offering services for homeless unaccompanied youth or homeless ex-offenders mav he lnnat^o les loca?ed °utflde *e city
Applications; Parties interested in receiving funds for activities are invited to visit our web site at www.Dinellawnunfv
____, ^nywhere in Pinellas County.
Development at 727/464-8210 to obtain an application* The web site contains additional information ^projectsMd Xra^aTweTn? n °fn ?ruconta« Com”unlty
Selection of activities is based on availability of funds, consistency of the activity with the County’s Five Year Consolidated Plan and m ,.cPJ of.th® .aPPllcation forms,
of an existing program, and approval of the local jurisdiction in which the activity is located. Applications are due to the Commnnih "ivl . pnontles’no <fophcation
Cleveland Street, Suite 800, Clearwater, FL 33755 by 5:00 pm on Monday, April 19, 2004.
community Development Department, 600
‘Please Note; ESG funds will be allocated to emergency and transitional homeless shelters through the Social Action Funding process to begin May 6 2004
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NATIONAL NEWS
Brown University’s President,
Black Engineer of the Year in
Descended from Slaves, Starts
Government —------------------------Committee to Examine Slave Ties----PROVIDENCE, R.I.
(AP) - Brown University
President Ruth Simmons, a
great-granddaughter
of
slaves, has established a
committee to examine the
school's historical ties to
slavery and debate whether
the university should make
amends.
Simmons, the first
African-American to lead
an Ivy League school,
appointed about 15 faculty
members, students and
administrators, including
historians, political scien
tists and experts in the
fields of African studies,
American civilization and
ethnic studies.
The group was ap
pointed last spring and has
met monthly since the fall,
The Providence Journal
reported earlier this month.

family gave generously to
the school. He also became
the first Rhode Islander
prosecuted under the feder
al Slave Trade Act of 1794
and had to forfeit his slave
ship.
Nicholas
Brown's
brother John continued to
defend slavery until his
death. Another brother,
Moses Brown, and their
nephew, Nicholas Brown
Jr., however, became ar
dent abolitionists and
worked to end slavery by
pushing for a tougher pro
hibition against slave ships
entering American ports.
“What I'm frying to do,
you see, in a country that
wants to move on, I'm try
ing to understand as a
descendant of slaves how
to feel about moving on,"
Simmons told the Times.

Ruth Simmons
“I sit here in my office
beneath the portrait of peo
ple who lived at a different
time and who saw the own
ership of people in a differ
ent way," Simmons said in
an interview published
Saturday in The New York
Times. “You can't sit in an
office and face,that every
day unless you really want
to understand this dichoto

my.
A university booklet
titled “A Short History"
notes the connections be
tween the institution and its
namesake family, but omits
the family's connections to
the slave trade.
Nicholas Brown, who
was one of the 24 original
incorporators in 1764, was
a wealthy merchant whose

Brigadier General Robert Crear (right), Commanding General and Division Engineer of the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers - Southwestern Division, receives the Black Engineer of the Year Award for Professional
Achievement in Government from Lieutenant General Robert Flowers, Commanding General of the Army
Corps of Engineers. BG Crear led the efforts to extinguish oil well fires in Iraq and to restore full oil produc
tion to the Middle Eastern county. In this capacity, he led over 3,100 soldiers and civilians and managed a
budget exceeding $1 billion.

Church Plans to Rebuild After Blaze That
Killed Two Firefighters ——-------- ------------bv Judy Lin
donation would be the treated for a punctured lung
Associated Press Writer
“first of many checks."
and spleen.
PITTSBURGH, Penn.
The congregation had
Brace and Stefanakis
(AP) - A day after a his been preparing for break were preparing to put out
toric black church was fast Saturday morning hot spots and apparently
destroyed by fire, killing when
flames
quickly didn't suspect danger be
two firefighters and injur climbed the walls, engulf cause the roof had already
ing more than two dozen ing the church. Parish collapsed. “There were no
others, the pastor of the ioners believe the fire start indications that I know of
Ebenezer Baptist Church ed in the comer of the base that the bell tower was
told parishioners Simday ment that housed the elec unstable," Micheli said dur
that together they could trical system, but investiga ing a news conference
help the chinch "rise out of tors on Sunday had not Sunday.
A board of inquiry will
the ashes" and reclaim its made any conclusions.
Firefighters Richard A. look into whether the city
glory.
In a vibrant ceremony Stefanakis, 51, and Charles should take up additional
at nearby Hillcrest Seventh G. Brace, 55, both of safety measures, the chief
Day Adventist Church, Pittsburgh, died in the said. The city decided to
marked by song and bois blaze, the Allegheny Coun buy portable radios for
terous hand-clapping, the ty Coroner's Office said. every firefighter after three
Rev. Dr. Joseph V. Winsett An autopsy performed men became trapped and
told more than 300 parish Sunday revealed that both ran out of oxygen while
ioners that they must look died of asphyxiation due to fighting a blaze in 1995.
forward and not dwell on the compression of the Before Sunday, the only
body. Blunt force trauma other fatality was in 1999,
the tragedy.
“I'm not asking why was also a contributing fac when one firefighter died
of a heart attack.
the building was burned," tor in Brace's death.
Micheli, who knew
Firefighters
had
Winsett said. “I stopped
asking questions of God thought they had the fire both men but was friends
because you can't figure under control when the with Brace, described
steeple collapsed. The Brace as a hard worker.
out God sometimes."
Parishioners, many of debris broke through into “Any time I asked him to
whom had gone to the the building's basement, do something he always
church all of their lives, where both dead firefight said yes. I have nothing but
for , him,"
said Sunday they still had ers were found, Fire Chief admiration
Micheli said;
trouble dealing with the Peter Micheli said.
Brace, a battalion chief
Five
firefighters
re
loss. They comforted each
other with hugs and hand mained hospitalized Sun who served 31 years in the
shakes and vowed to re day, two in serious condi department, has two sons.
build the church. Moments tion and three listed as fair. Stefanakis, a master fire
after the announcement of a Of the 26 firefighters and fighter who served 30
disaster fund, the pastor of one public works employee years, has one son.
Funeral arrangements
another church donated who were injured in
Saturday's blaze, nine were will be released Monday,
$10,000.
William Curtis, pastor admitted to hospitals for said union president Joe
of Mt. Ararat Baptist bums, head injuries, bone King.
“Our main concern is
Church, said he hoped the fractures, and one was

to get the funeral set up and
visit the hospitals to see the
injured and try to keep our
spirits up," Jim Bayster, a
fire union trustee, said.
At the front of the
church, city firefighter
John Smith laid a bouquet
of yellow roses in tribute.
Many church mem
ber including Winsett,
who led a prayer for the
fallen firefighters Sunday,
had watched helplessly as
the fire consumed the
building. The church's ad
ministrative offices and a
small chapel were spared,
Winsett said.
Founded in 1875, the
church has deep roots in
Pittsburgh's Hill District as
the oldest black Baptist
church in the city.
“All the other churches
established out of Ebe
nezer, at least of the Baptist
faith," said Aaron Walton,
who serves on Ebenezer's
board of deacons.
The building was used
every day by the communi
ty, from Boy Scouts to
Alcoholics Anonymous,
Walton said.
“I've been there all ihy
life. It's my home," said
Jeriel Stirkey, a 71-year-old
deacon. “It's the only place
I had in my life that they
didn't tear down."
Stirkey was baptized at
the church, and also
recalled once playing tag in
the comers of the building.
Ebenezer has about
2,500 members, about 900

of whom are active.
William Monroe, 64,
who was baptized and mar
ried in the church, believes
the fire will strengthen the
church community. “It
might bring people closer
together. Maybe more
members will join," Mon
roe said.
Officials plan to de
molish the remains of the
church early next week and
remove enough debris to
allow investigators to get
down to the electrical sys
tem in the basement. Public
works director Guy Costa
said high winds and an
unstable back wall slowed
that plan Sunday.

NEWS
DEAD
LINE

Activists Want KKK Banned
from University of Louisville
Campus--------------------------- -------by Dylan T. Lovan
Associated Press Writer
LOUISVILLE, Ky..
(AP) - Activists urged
University of Louisville
president James Ramsey
last Thursday to take a
stronger stand against the
Ku Klux Klan, saying the
group is different from
other non-campus organi
zations because of its vio
lent past.
“It wouldn't hurt the
university one bit to say,
'Get off our campus,"' said
George Edwards, a former
Presbyterian minister who
joined a handful of other
activists during a news
conference.
More than 100 Louis
ville students rallied on the
campus last Wednesday,
calling for the school to
ban the KKK. The contro
versy began when Klan
leaflets appeared on cam
pus last year.
Local Klan members

MONDAY

REV. MOTHER SUPERIOR WILLIAMS
Ordained Psychic Christian Reader & Adviser
HAVE YOU BEEN HOODOOED?
ARE YOU SICK IN ANY PART OF YOUR BODY?

Rev. Mother Superior Williams has God Given Power to help you
overcome your problems no matter how big or small.
She will tell you just what you want to know about friends, ene
mies or rivals; Whether husband, wife or sweetheart is true or

you Cm Find These Products At These locations;

false; How to gain the love you most desire; Control or influence
the action of anyone, even though miles away. Tell you of lucky
numbers. She has helped thousands through all walks of life. She
will advise on love, marriage, business, health, divorces, lawsuits,

CARLA'S HAIR AFFAIR

321-6802

Today's Haik
323-9445

Angela's Hair Saiari
323-4840
C & C Hair Design

WAVES
BYDBBIQN.r

ESSENTIALS’"

“Why can't it be ques
tioned in the courts, if the
president of the University
of Louisville steps up and
says, 'No, you're not going
to put your filthy trash on
this campus,' and then take
your day in court?" Jones
said. “Why not test it?"
The university's Ram
sey expressed his distaste
for the Klan in a letter to
students that was posted on
the school's Web site.
“I am one of the people
who does not want the
Klan on campus. They pro
mote hate and separation,
they have a terrible history
that inspires fear, and they
go against my personal val
ues as well as those of this
institution," Ramsey wrote.
“The difficulty is that to
protect our own voices, our
own hard-earned rights, we
cannot selectively exclude
the voices of others, no
matter how distasteful they
may be."

THERE IS A REASON
TO READ THE WEEKLY
CHALLENGER

IS 4 P.M.

Professional Hair Care Products

DESIGNI

have asked the university
to pay a Pennsylvania Klan
leader to speak to students
on campus after rapper and
black activist Sister Souljah gave a paid speech in
October. The university .
declined the offer.
But the university can
not keep the KKK from
handling out fliers on cam
pus, university spokeswojman Rae Goldsmith
said. Goldsmith said public
universities cannot bar one
non-campus group from
leafletting without banning
them all.
The Klan has been
granted permission twice
to hand out fliers, but both
times no KKK members
showed up, Goldsmith said
last week.
Mattie Jones, an ac
tivist with the group called
the
Justice
Resource
Center, said the university
should take the group to
court if necessary.

luck, alcoholics, happiness, spells, success and evil influences of
all kinds. Tells who your friends and enemies are. Guarantees to
remove all evil and bad luck! WHY SUFFER when you can be

Za-Lavar's
Total Perfection

321-1930

321-5545

■ enter Stage UNlSix Salon

1'orkll's Hair Design

“327-4074

: 3^7-3*354 "?■ '

Robert's HAlR Salon

A Precious Touch
321- 8146

Memf's Beauty
322- 1712

I was having bad luck, mis
erable and it seemed like
everything was against
me.Just a few visits to Rev.
Mother Superior Williams
and now I'm doing fine with
a good home and good man
who loves me.
- Hillary Williams

helped and freed from all your troubles?

Don't fail to call or write to her today.
Send Self-Addressed Envelope

Rev. Mother Superior Williams
3716 W. Horatio, Tampa, FL 33609

(813) 874-5581
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INTERNATIONAL
Moroccan Suspect in Madrid Bombing
Young Street Fighters in Haiti Say
They Remain “Roots” of Ousted Leader is Tied to Sept. 11 Suspect, Court
Jean-Bertrand Aristide’s Movement-^— Document Shows--------- ----------------------by Ian James

Associated Press Writer
PORT-AU-PRINCE,
Haiti (AP) - They grew up
in rows of dirt-floor hovels
where there is never enough
food, sloshing through pud
dles of raw sewage and
learning early that guns are
the currency of power.
Armed loyalists of ex
iled leader Jean-Bertrand
Aristide are angry young
slum dwellers who back
their president because he
sent them money, food and by many accounts - wea
pons.
Two
weeks
after
Aristide's abrupt departure,
some say they will lead new
demonstrations to demand
his return from nearby
Jamaica, where he was to
arrive Monday from the
Central African Republic.
Others say they no
longer work for Aristide and
would prefer to make peace though they are still pre
pared to fight if necessary.
“Aristide has said if you
cut down the tree, the roots
remain. We're the roots,"
says Junior Louis-Jeune, 19,
who roams the seaside shan
tytowns of Cite Soleil pack
ing a .38-caliber pistol in
one pocket.
Louis-Jeune told The
Associated Press he used to
earn sporadic amounts of up
to 5,000 gourdes (US$100) a
month supervising literacy
classes at Aristide's private
foundation and doing “what
ever we were asked to do,"
including breaking up oppo
sition marches. “We would
throw rocks and bottles," he
says.
Since Aristide went

away, Louis-Jeune hasn't Aristide's government.
The allegiances and re
been paid. But the violence
continues. During a pro- sentments run deep. After
Aristide march a week ago, Aristide was ousted in a
men in trucks with tinted .1991 coup, paramilitary
windows opened fire and death squads sprayed Aris
killed one Aristide partisan, tide's slum strongholds with
gunfire. Some of today's
Louis-Jeune says.
The leader of his gang, Aristide loyalists were or
22-year-old James “Billy" phaned by the killings,
Petit-Frere, has a tattoo on which eased in 1994 when
his left biceps that reads U.S. troops restored Aris
“Don't Trust Nobody." As tide.
“I like Aristide because
for Aristide, he says, “I don't
he's the only one who makes
trust him."
“I was happy to work sense," says Joel Jean, 23,
with ' Aristide
because whose mother was shot and
Aristide showed me he had killed by paramilitary thugs
eyes for the poor," Petit- during a 1994 demonstra
Frere says. But now, he says, tion.
Some of the same ex
“I don't want to work for any
soldiers and militia fighters
government anymore,"
“People in Cite Soleil who terrorized Aristide's
died for Aristide a lot ... supporters are among rebels
Maybe if Aristide comes who overran half the country
back too many of us are last month - and many mili
going to be dead," Petit- tants worry they could be
Frere says, standing near a targeted.
During recent anti-Aris
basketball court built by the
government,
its
walls tide protests, marchers have
adorned with graffiti reading carried pieces of rope to “tie
“Long
live
President up the chimeres." The word,
French for ghosts, in Haiti
Aristide."
“We don't want to fight. has come to describe more
We don't have any enemy," the fiery beast of Greek
Petit-Frere says, adding that mythology, perhaps a take
he would turn in stashes of on the flaming tire barri
weapons - from AK-47s to cades that are a trademark of
old M-l rifles - if other Aristide's protesting follow
groups disarm and leaders ers.
pledge more food aid,
Among
smoldering
schools and jobs.
trash heaps in Cite Soleil,
If those aren't forthcom Aristide has left some last
ing, “we will still fight. ing improvements: children
We're ready to die if neces play on swings at a new
sary."
playground;
fishermen
Members of his gang, weave rope at a governmentnamed “Ernesto Che Gue built wharf; some families
vara" after Cuba's revolu live in concrete-block homes
tionary hero, bear scars from that have replaced shacks of
bullet wounds and fight with corrugated metal.
But residents say other
weapons they say came from

government pledges fell
short. Two schools built
under Aristide now have no
teachers. Truckloads of rice
and other food sent by the
government were never
enough to feed children who
chew on stalks of sugar cane
to hold off hunger.
The young men with
guns say they are simply
doing what they must to sur
vive and resist being called
"chimeres."
“For me the chimeres
are the Americans, the
French, the people who have
money," Petit-Frere says.
He says his gang only
wants peace, but gunfire has
broken out between mili
tants and U.S. troops; in the
past week U.S. Marines
have shot and killed at least
six Haitians.
Bloody clashes also
erupt among rival gangs. On
Saturday two fought over a
shipment of donated rice and
flour. Residents say at least
four people were wounded,
including two children.
Police rarely stray into
the slum, and lately French
troops delivering school
supplies have brought a rare
sign of authority. U.S. mili
tary helicopters often roar
overhead on patrols.
The fragile prospect of
peace depends largely on
whether Haiti's new U.S.backed interim leaders heed
pleas for help, Says Milos
Loncarevic, 24, a Serbian
filmmaker documenting life
in Cite Soleil.
“They wantlt® start all
over again," he says. “The
end is near. It can be very
bloody. It can also be very
peaceful."

by Andrew Selskv
Associated Press Writer
MADRID, Spain (AP) Authorities are investigating
whether the terrorist bomb
ings in Madrid last week and
in Casablanca last year may
be linked, focusing on a
Moroccan who was arrested
in Spain last weekend, a
Moroccan official told The
Associated Press last Mon
day.
The suspect, Jamal Zou
gam, left Morocco just be
fore the May 16, 2003, sui
cide attacks that killed 45
people in Casablanca, offi
cials said.
“There is a possible link
between the network that
committed the Casablanca
attacks and the one that com
mitted the Madrid attacks," a
highly placed Moroccan
official who spoke on condi
tion of anonymity told the
AP in Rabat.
The Spanish newspaper
El Pais reported last Monday
that police have concluded
both attacks were carried out
by the same group. A
spokesman for Spain's In
terior Ministry said he could
not comment on the newspa
per report.
Meanwhile, a Bush ad
ministration official said
U.S. authorities believe evi
dence suggests an al-Qaida
tie to the Madrid bombings.
‘Tm satisfied there are
connections to al-Qaida,"
Asa Hutchinson, undersecre
tary of homeland security,
told ABC's “Good Morning
Arperica." “The depth of that
connection and the total
level of responsibility has
not yet been determined."
“It clearly shows that
increased ability on their

part and certainly it is going
to cause the international
community to even take it
more seriously than in the
past," Hutchinson said.
Zougam was one of
thousands of Moroccans put
under surveillance by au
thorities after the Casa
blanca bombings, the Mor
occan official said.
In an indictment issued
last September, Zougam also
was described as a “follow
er" of Imad Yarkas, the
alleged leader of Spain's alQaida cell who was jailed
for allegedly helping plan
the Sept. 11.2001, attacks. It
was the latest suggestion
that Osama bin Laden's alQaida terrorist group may
have been involved in the
bombings.
Yarkas,' whose alias is
Abu Dahdah, is in Spanish
custody.
The. Casablanca bomb
ings were blamed on Salafia
Jihadia, a secretive, radical
Islamic group suspected of
links to al-Qaida.
Moroccan security ex
perts arrived in Spain on
Sunday to help in the inves
tigation. Morocco's Interior
Ministry said the experts
were members of a team that
has already spent nearly a
year working with Spanish
officials on the investigation
into Casablanca's terror
bombings.
A Moroccan official,
speaking Sunday on condi
tion of anonymity, said
Zougam was suspected of
ties to international terror
groups. There Were no for
mal accusations against him,
and the official did not say to
Which groups Zougam may
be linked.

El Pais, citing the interi
Zougam also is familiar
or
ministry,
reported all
to French anti-terrorism offi
three
Moroccans
have links
cials.
Zougam allegedly had to Yarkas. Authorities in
links to David Courtailler, Morocco said they could not
who began standing trial last comment on the report.
The five suspects in the
Wednesday in Paris on
charges of criminal associa Madrid bombings were ar
tion in connection with a ter rested after a cell phone and
rorist group that recruited prepaid card were found in
fighters for Afghanistan an explosives-filled gym bag
on one of the bombed trains.
through the mid-1990s.
Authorities have been
According to French
court documents, Zougam tracking Islamic extremist
and David Courtailler met at activity in Spain since the
a mosque in Madrid in 1998. mid-1990s and say it was an
Spanish officials found radi important staging ground,
cal Islamic writings and doc along with Germany, for the
uments, including a state Sept. 11 attacks.
European intelligence
ment from a radical group in
agencies
were also working
Tajikistan, al Zougam's resi
trying
to
identify
a purported
dence.
al-Qaida
operative
who
The September 2003
claimed
in
a
videotape
that
indictment in Madrid target
ed Yarkas and 34 others, the terror group bombed
including bin Laden, for ter trains in Madrid to punish
rorist activities connected to Spain's backing of the U.S.al-Qaida. Zougam was not led war in Iraq.
The tape was discovered
indicted.
The indictment, led by in a trash bin near Madrid's
Spanish Judge Baltasar largest mosque on Saturday.
Garzon, showed police had An Arabic-speaking man
searched Zougam's home at called a Madrid TV station
least once, turning up a to say the tape was there,
video of mujaheddin fighters Spain's Interior Ministry
in Dagestan, Russia, and said.
The man said the taped
phone numbers of three
members of the Madrid al- claim of responsibility for
Qaida cell allegedly led by the train bombings came
from “the military spokes
Yarkas.
Zougam is one of three man for al-Qaida in Europe,
Moroccans and two Indians Abu Dujan al Afghani."
The Interior Ministry
arrested in last week’s at
tacks, which killed 200 peo released details about its
ple. The attack wounded contents, and intelligence
1,647, authorities said last agents were trying to identi
Monday. Some 240 people fy the man, verify his claims
and establish Abu Dujan al
remained hospitalized.
Afghani's
identify?
Officials said phones
AP
writers
John
were apparently used as det
Leicester
in
Madrid
and
onators on the 10 bombs that
tore through four rush-hour Nicolas Marmie in Rabat
contributed to this report.
trains.

OBITUARIES
Detroit, Mich.; a-special
niece, Gloria (Lorenzo)
Washington; a special
nephew, Robert (Pauline)
Lemon; and several nieces,
nephews, cousins and
friends. Smith Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.

ST. PETERSBURG
R1TES

FOWLER, BETTY J.,
68, died March 9, 2004.
Survivors include two
daughters, Anita Diane
(Buford) Collins and Rhon
da Fowler, both of St.
Petersburg; one grandson,
Darius M. Fowler, St.
Petersburg; one sister, Rosa
Lee (Willie) Linder, St.
Petersburg; two brothers,
Charles (Regina) Fowler,
Jr;, St. Petersburg, and
Thomas Fowler, Perry,
Fla.; and several nieces,
nephews, other relatives
and friends. Smith Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.
SIMMONS, IRENE
BROOKS, 67, died March
4, 2004. Survivors include
her mother, Martha Brooks,
Crystal River; three chil
dren, Robert (Valerie)
Simmons, Jr., Fay Sim
mons (Dennis) Lewis and
Mechelle Simmons-Grant;

11 grandchildren; 12 great
grandchildren, all of St.
Petersburg; four sisters,
Eleather (Robert) Ruiz,
Lola M. (aniel) Gainer,
Laverne (David) Lee and
Fay (Tim) Brooks, all of
Crystal River; four broth
ers, M.C. (Elouise) Brooks,
Charles (Ida) Brooks, Leon
(Jerrie) Brooks, all of
Crystal River, and Charlie
(Myra) Brooks, Brooks
ville; four aunts, Helen
Bunch, Flora Brooks, Mary
Brooks and Ruby Dennis;
two great uncles, both of

WASHINGTON,
SANDRA LATIMORE,

49, died March 7, 2004.
Survivors include one
daughter, Tamika Elias, St.
Petersburg; two sons,
Antonio Jenkins and Sedric
Scott,
both
of
St.
Petersburg; her mother,
Odessa O’Neal Latimore,
St. Petersburg; one stepson,
Reginald Washington, St.
Petersburg; two stepdaugh
ters, Annette Washington,
Jacksonville, and Kas
sandra Gary, Germany;
three brothers, Darryl,
Herbert and Eric Latimore,
all of St. Petersburg; 17
grandchildren,
Osheka,
Rah-Ji, Sadiyyah, Artizjha,
Antonio, Jr., Anterio,
Amahad, Mark, Kyana,
Sedric, Jr., Dyana, Savion
and George, all of St.

Petersburg, Shakira and
Sehlissa, both of Japan, and
Jaymion and Jeremy, both
of Jacksonville; her grand
mother, Johnnie Bascom,
Dublin,
Ga.;
special
friends, Pat Kelly,. Deborah
Barnes, Rose Law, Mona
Wright and Georgian
Brown; and several aunts,
uncles, nieces, nephews,
cousins, Godchildren and
friends. McRae Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.

PRAYER
HELPS

SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987
Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services

Burial Spaces

Cremation

$890

World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries

Pre-Need Interest-free
program
available

11801 - U.S. 19 N.
ClearWater, FL

727-572-4355

[owed and missed
tjy youz tiusljand, d^onned,
dauyfdezs, dSonna and daljzina,
■ son, dionndd, ffz. and

dothaizo, <d\Z[om, sistezs, yzandJdds
& yzeal yzandfiids

"It's all taken care of"

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME

«L CALVARY
CATHOLIC
1 CEMETERY

3 YSASS AGO TODAY
Ip Mciporial
Willie fiee Washipgtop - 3/17/01

These Were the Words that
brought calm to me When my
family member passed aWay.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only Was
the funeral paid for - it Was
at prices that Were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and Won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
hoW you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

We arrange Military Honors and

gg
Ol

Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans

“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

MCRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
WRXB RADIO STATION IS

SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF
2 YRS, SALES EXPERIENCE.
COMMISSIONED. MUST POSSESS
GOOD COMMUNICATION
SKILLS AND BE PERSONABLE.
COMMISSION ONLY. PLEASE
FAX RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

Interested in a Career in Public Health?
We’re interested in you!
The Pinellas County Health Department would like
to invite you to find out more about our employment
opportunities. To visit the Personnel Office to view
current vacancies or to ask questions, visit us at 205
Dr. ML King Street North, Suite 400, St. Petersburg
or locate vacancy information via the Internet at
https://peoplefirst.myflorida.com/

We’re looking forward to hearing from you!

Ml
YOUR
MATCH
1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157
$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

LEWIS ELECTRIC

CONSTRUCTION, INC.

PLEASE
E-MAIL

3-25-30

LOTTO

35-48-49
CA$H 3
302 586 765
859
460 132 407

<60 \

3-7 2-5 8-6

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work

i hi: Florida suncoasi

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

(727) 492-8195

A Unique Profession!!

Bonded & Insured

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications

.

LicJ»ER13012312

RNs, LPNs

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

(FL License Required)

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life»Health»Dental»Vision
Disability•Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

Advertising Account Executive
The Clearwater office of the St. Petersburg Times
seeks an outside sales executive to develop and
maintain advertising accounts for the newspaper.
Excellent sales and presentation skills and experi
ence in selling print, media or internet products, ter
ritory sales, and account development. Salary +
commission, benefits. Send resume to 490 lst Ave
No., St. Petersburg, FL 33701 or e-mail
resumes@sptimes.com. (Resume must be pasted to
body of e-mail. "Adv Acct Exec" as email subject).

WEEK!

E l-jO_g ipy

“When You Need Quality
Craftsmanship"

YOUR AD

PICK OF THE

■ iP'1
HfeySSl

The Hospice ■ BEDDING

YOUR AD
COULD BE
HERE
WORKING
FOR YOU!

&HHA./CNAS

Bed. A brand new queen
double sided pillow top set
in plastic. Sacrifice $177.
Can deliver. 727-586-3555
Bed. Brand name king dou
ble sided pillow top new in
plastic. Must sell $245. Can
deliver. 727-584-6 008

Bed. Brand new full double
sided luxury pillow top set
in plastic. Sacrifice $146.
Can deliver. 727-585-9766
Queen orthopedic mattress
set, new in plastic. Must sell.
$150. Can deliver. 727- 6856008.

BED: A Cherry Wood
Sleigh Bed w/orthopedic
mattress set. Brand new in
boxes. $339. Must sell. Can
Deliver 727-586-3555.

Ph: 727-328-9878 r
Fax: 727-328-9545

Blown Head Gaskets
Repaired
$279.00. Guaranteed. We
come
to
you.
Free
727-698Evaluation.
0271.

THERE IS
A
REASON
TO READ
THE
WEEKLY
CHAL
LENGER

FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

1-4 7-2 5-1

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project

727-893-5438

THERE IS OHLY
ONE RACE IN THIS
WORLD - THE
HUMAN RACE
HAVEA
GREATDAY!

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE
COURTS
6TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
Senior Secretary - Secretarial work in support of a
General Master. Req. HS and 3yrs scty/office sup
port work and knowledge of family and probate law.
Must possess excellent typing skills. Prior legal
training or exp. preferred. Salary $931 biwkly +
bnfts. Located in St. Petersburg.
Court Applications ONLY by March 26
Available at:
www.jud6.org
Criminal Justice Center, 14250 49th St. N., 2nd fir,
H-wing (HR Dept.), Clwr.
Old Historic Clearwater Courthouse, 324 S. Ft.
Harrison Ave., Rm 102 Clwr.
501 Building, 501 1st Ave. N„ Rm. 729 (Alt.
Dispute), St. Pete
Court Administration, Rm. 219, West Pasco Judicial
Center, 7530 Little Rd., Newport Richey
EOE AA Drug-Free Workplace. Any person with a
disability requiring a special accommodation to par
ticipate in the application process should call 727453-7165.

AD DEADLINE IS
4 P.M. MONDAY

Your
ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) Empty promises will cause upset
Think twice before you agree to take on any new projects. Don't
be too quick to spend money. The existing problems must be
dealt with one way or another.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) There are ways of making extra
cash if you put your mind to it. Disappointments regarding part
ners will be subject to the way you react to their .personal com
ments. Don't let your health suffer because of abuse. Erratic
behavior at home may be hard to handle.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Opportunities to travel will be
favorable in terms of moneymaking connections. Travel will lead
you in new directions. Correspondence may not clear up issues.
You will be able to get good advice if you listen to close friends
or relatives you respect.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Past partners are likely to reap
pear. You are best to tuck your money away where no one will be
able to touch it, including yourself. You are best to avoid joint
ventures, and whatever you do, don't lend to friends or relatives.
You may find that female colleagues will be more help than you
anticipated.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) Losses could occur if you haven't been
careful when dealing with joint financial ventures. Hidden assets
can be doubled if you play your cards correctly. Overindulgence
will mean poor health. You will be able to close any deals suc
cessfully.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Try and avoid getting involved in
idle chatter or gossip that might get you in trouble. Take time to
catch up on overdue correspondence. Home improvement proj
ects will enhance your residence and bring the family closer
together. Minor accidents could occur if you don't take precau

HOTLINE NUMBERS
The Runaway Hotline:
800-RUNAWAY
(786-2929)
Family Resources
Counseling:
(727) 384-8336
or (727) 449-8336

Please E-Mail All Ads to:
smfaith@tampabav.rr.com

The Weekly Challenger
2500 Dr. M.L. King Street,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

SUBSCRIPTION:
$30 Annually by Mail
Name________ _____________________________

tions.

Your emotional partner will push all
the right buttons this week. If you put your mind to it, you could
entertain or host a multitude of social events. Dont allow per
sonal problems to conflict with professional duties. Emotional
situations could bring out your stubborn nature.
I .IRRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23)

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Too much talk might lead to has
sles. You can look around for the right place and enlist some of
your friends to help you move. If you can put some work into
home improvements, you should. You may want to stay in the
background this week.
SAGITTARIUS (Noy. 23-Dec. 21) Be cautious while traveling
to foreign countries. Too much talk might lead to hassles. You
can get phenomenal returns if you present your ideas to those
who can back your interests. Your mate may not have been hon
est with you.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) Keep the promises youve
made or you can expect to be in the doghouse. Property invest
ments insurance, tax rebates or inheritance should bnng you
financial gains. You can meet friends who will let you know how
valuable you are. Overexertion and negligence will be your
worst enemies.
•
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Make career changes that may
increase your income. Try to stay calm, and whatever you do
don't nag. Deception is evident around you. Abrupt changes con
cerning your professional position are evident.
mSCES (Feb 20-Mar. 20) Your trendy style and unique way of
doing things will entice new acquaintances. Don't let your part
ner get away with spending too much of your money. You need
to teL some time out to decide what you want to do. Partners
may try to argue with you; however, you must stand your ground

Address________________________ __________________________

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?
If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

City__________________________ State________Zip Code__________ .

Phone_______ _________________

Is this a renewal?

■____________

The Weekly Challenger
Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

Make checks payable to:

(727) - 822-8996

CALLTODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Clir Wrrklg (nitaflumier
I
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor Earnest Jones
and the Number 3 Choir of
Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church cordially invite
you to the choir's musical
program on Saturday,
March 20 at 7 p.m. On
program will be various
choirs from throughout the
city.
On Sunday, March 21

the Education Committee
invites you also to their
anniversary celebration at
3 p.m. The guest speaker
and church will be the Rev.
Carlos Senior and the New
Hope Missionary Baptist
Church of St. Petersburg.
Sister Leola Smith is the
choir president and Sister
Betty Jenkins is president

20th Street Church of
Christ Men’s Seminar

The 20th Street Ninth
Annual Men’s Seminar
was held Saturday, March
13. The theme for the sem
inar was, “Seek ye first the
kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these
things shall be added unto

you.”
The purpose for the
seminar was to promote
love, unity, knowing one
another, leadership skills,
self building and spiritual
growth.

GOD

BLESS!

of the Education of
Committee.
Reminder to all youth:
Please
see
Youth
Department Directors for
parts in the Annual Easter
Program.
The Galilee Church
family extends their bless
ings and prayers to Sister
Connie D. Jackson as she

and her husband Joe
returns to their Detroit
home later this month.
Sister Jackson has been
under our "Watchcare" for
the past 12 years during her
winter residency in St.
Petersburg. We look for
ward to seeing her again in
late October.

Open House and
Women’s History:
Academy/Church
Observance ——
Bishop Academy II
Christian School will open
its doors on Thursday to
present benefactors and
prospective ones, at 2:30
p.m. This afternoon obser
vance will take place at the
academy/church complex,
3940 - 18th Avenue South.
Women’s History will
continue to be emphasized
at New Philadelphia on
Sunday during mid-moming worship. “SHEroes”
past and present will be
celebrated during this serv
ice. Women and girls will
lead praise and devotion
activities. T-shirts with

church “logo” will be worn
on Sunday.
Pastor Cindy Sadler
certainly proved to be a
blessing to church family
on last Sunday. She
focused on the ultimate
“bride,” the church of
Jesus Christ. Pastor Cindy
further emphasized that
love is the only unifying
ingredient which brings
“children
of
Christ”
together. Such a love for
each other transcends eth
nic,
nationality,
and
denominational
bound
aries.

PRAYER HELPS

Greater St. Paul M.B.C. Mt. Zion Progressive
Come celebrate with
us! We are celebrating 74
years of God’s faithfulness
with a week-long celebra
tion beginning Monday,
March 15, through Sunday,
March 21.
Various churches of
the city will render services
nightly at 7:30 p.m. and we

will conclude on Sunday,
March 21, at 4 p.m. with
services being rendered by
St. John M.B. Church of
Clearwater and their pas
tor, the Rev. Fleming
Tarver.
To God be the glory for
His faithfulness!'

Travelers' Rest
Welcome one, wel
come all to the house of the
Lord. We are to worship
the Lord in the beauty of
holiness. We were made
by God and for God.
Come on everybody and
worship the Lord at
Travelers' Rest.
Pastor
Browne and membership
extend heartfelt greetings
of welcome to you.
This fourth Sunday is
Youth Sunday. Children
and youth will be ih charge
of the worship service. As
we continue in the Lenten
season, let us reflect on our
purpose in life as we jour
ney through The Purpose
Driven Life by Rick
Warren. Let us show grati
tude for the love Jesus had
for us.
Think about
Calvary!
Worship
Service
Times:
• 8 a.m. Contemporary; 11
a.m. Traditional; Pastor
Browne will deliver the
message at both services.

• 9:30 a.m. Sunday School,
classes are available for all.
Lesson topic: Trial and
Sentence. Scripture refer
ence: Mark 14:53; 55-64;
15:1, 2,12-15
• Monthly business meet
ing will be held on Friday,
April 2 at 7 p.m.
Weekly Activities:
• Thurs., Mar. 25, Mid-Day
Bible Study and Nursing
Home Visitation, 11 a.m.;
Konsonant
Choir
Rehearsal, 7 p.m.
• Sat., Mar. 27,
Verlie
Ford Circle Meeting 11
a.m.
• Mon., Mar. 29, Deacon
Ministry Meeting
• Wed., Mar. 31, Prayer of
Intercessory/Praise 7-7:30
p.m.; Adult Bible Study,
7:30-8:30 p.m.
Contact the office
(727) 822-4869 for trans
portation needs to church
or church sponsored activi
ties.
HAVE A BLESSED
DAY IN THE LORD!!!!

Crown
Financial
Ministry: Teaching God’s
people His financial prin
cipals. To enroll for the
next class, please contact
Deacon Joe Mitchell,
Deacon Jerard Hubbard or
Deacon Antoine Benjamin
for further details or con
tact the church office at
(727) 894-4311.
Mt. Zion is reintroduc
ing its SAFE Ministry,
Fridays, 7 p.m. at the
Kings Kid’s Academy
Building, 950 20th St. S.
If you or a family member
is interested in learning
about, or coping with sub
stance abuse, please con
tact Bro. A.J. Murphy,
(727) 481-2609. Where
there is a need, God will
make a way.
Calling all experi
enced Drummers!!! If
you’re interested in joining
Mt. Zion’s Drum Line,
please call Everard Harris
at (727) 866-1034 for
details.
Mt. Zion’s Youth
Ministry needs volunteers
for Wednesday Nights,
please call Bro. Troy
Gidron at (727) 864-3550
for further details.
Attention
RN'S,
CNA'S and LPN's. The
Wellness Ministry is
organizing the component
of the Nurses Guild to their
Ministry. Please contact
Sister Carolyn Swanson at
(727) 825-6692 or fill out a
form located in the Church
foyer.
The Reading and Math
Enhancement
Program

meets every Tuesday and
Thursday, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
for children ages 5-13.
Students that are interested
in the program, please
apply in the Genesis
Building. We are in need
of teachers and volunteers
to assist in areas such as
monitoring and one-onone teaching. Classes meet
in
the
Kings
Kids
Building. For more infor
mation, please call (727)
894-4311 ext. 808.
Mt.
Zion Human
Services, Inc. provides
after school training &
tutoring services for youth
ages 14-18 through the
Youth Opportunity Center.
The program offers an
opportunity to improve
your grades, on-line prac
tice for the FCAT,
ACT/SAT prep, earn your
high school diploma, earn
your GED, and earn an
opportunity to be selected
to win a free computer.
For further information,
please contact George B.
Smith at (727) 894-4311
ext. 302.
Updated Pickup Info:
The church van will be
happy to give you a ride.
We pick up Sunday
through Thursday. Please
try to notify us one day in
advance. For regular pick
up please leave a message
with the church office at
(727) 894-4311 ext. 801.
For emergency pick up
ONLY, call Coa-Coa
Rivers at (727) 550-0396,
or Brother Peter Smith at
(727) 895-9261.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Greater Light AME Zion Church
)

1400 9th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

(727) 823-3611
Tuesday.............. ........................ ...Bible Study 7 p.m.
Friday.............................. Evangelistic Service 7 p.m.
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Pastor Dr. Henry Jones

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER
4240 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg, FL 33711 • (813) 328-9412

GRACE
FELLOWSHIP

Except God build the
house they labor in
vain that build it.
Ps. 127:1

F
E
L
L

CENTRAL

CENTER

GRACE
O
SERVICE
Sunday School
9:30 - 10:30
Morning Worship 10:30
Evening Worship 6:30
Wed. - Pray 7:00
Bible Study 7:30

W
S

Phone
(813) 328-9412

H
I
P

NURSERYAND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

Pastor Leonard Wilson • Phone: 536-1890

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ
419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838

3501 37th. SL So. • St. Pete, FL 33711
Church: 867-4144
Pastor: Elder Franklin Evans
Co-Pastor: Sis. Rebecca L. Evans
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:15 a.m.
Bible Study (Monday)
Youth Bible Study (Tuesday)
Prayer (Wednesday)

7:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-Family Worship
7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm

Moore’s Chapel
AME Church
Rev. James T. Blount - Pastor
Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30a.m.
Noon Day Prayer/Bible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
3037 - Fairfield Avenue south
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 321-3545
“Where The Word Is Changing Lives”

Sunday Services:
Church School................................9am
Praise & Worship Service....10:30am

Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service......................... 6:30pm

A ‘Woman After
Qod’s
Own Heart...

Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

Bible Study.....................................7pm

Spiritually Connected
Cadfor (Prayers &
‘Testimonies

New

Queen Street
Church Ot God In Christ
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Tuesday Bible Study
7:30 P.M. - Thursday Pastoral
Teaching

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

Covenant
Baptist
Church

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor
Join us as we Oft up the. name ofJesus

Good Sanjaritai)
©aptist Church
1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Ph:

3850 Pompano Drive SE,
Coquina Key
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727)821-3265

Ph: 865-9636
Pastor,
Joseph Bobby Reid

Prayer/Praise Service
7:30 p.m. Wednesday
Bible Study
8:00 p.m. Wednesday
Sunday School
9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship

Prayer (Tues. & Thurs.) 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
Prayer (Sat.)
6:00 a.m.

“All Are Welcome" • “Bring A Friend”

(727)896-5228

Ordained (Missionary
Johnnie (Mae (Howard
Cad 727 895-5239

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
Emmanuel Christian Fellowship Inc.

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE

The Rev."Tarry Williams?]
Pastor

The congregation would lihe to invite you and your
family to worship with us. Come as you arel
Sunday Service .............. ...................... 8:45 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Study ................... 7:00 P.M.
“Tlje Church of Love, Healiqg apd Sestoratioq”

10:00 a.m.

GREATER MT. ZlON

African MeThodisT
Episcopal ChuRch
919 - 20th Street S„ St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. -12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the heart of the city")

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services
Church School ............9:30
Morning Worship...................... .. ,n
Baptist Training Union ........ .5
Evening Worship ...........6:30

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Prayer Meeting
Thursday ...............................................7 p.m.
Rev. Brian K. Brown

"One weekfrom church makes one weak,”

RELIGIOUS NEWS continue*s
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Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church —--------------------------------

All Nation Church Of God By
Pentecostal Temple
COGIC—--------------------- Faith----------------------------------------------

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church extends an
invitation to join us in
striving to give a positive
Christian witness. Our
doors are open for 8 and 11
a.m. services on Sunday;
Sunday school at 9:30
a.m.; Prayer Meeting at
6:30 p.m.; and Bible Study
at 7 p.m. on Wednesdays.
The Pew Ministry of
Bethel Metropolitan thanks
all the members and
friends for their commit
ment to this ministry and
its endeavors. From your
sacrificial giving the Pew
Eagles has emerged. Those

Pastor
William
Anderson and the mem
bers of Pentecostal Temple
COGIC extend a warm
welcome to our neighbors
to come and be a part of
our Sunday Worship serv
ices.
The focus of our
Sunday School lesson was
The Last Supper and the
importance of preparing
ourselves for worship.
Luke 22:7-23 tells us how
Jesus spent His final hours
sharing with His disciples
and preparing them to
receive and honor Him as
the Savior of the world.
The lesson teaches us that
we must put forth some
effort and thought to pre
pare ourselves for worship.
We all now have the privi
lege of entering into the
presence of God through
our relationship with Jesus
Christ. Because of His
giving of Himself as the
final sacrificial Lamb, we
have access to the Father

persons who have chosen
to dedicate a pew will do
so on Sunday, March 21.
The dedication service will
be observed during the 11
a.m. service.
The Laymen, Ushers
and Choirs Movement, of
the West Coast Baptist
Association Annual 5K
Walk-A-Thon will be held
on Saturday, March 27 at 8
a.m. Sign up and "Lend A
Helping Hand." All funds
raised in this effort are tar
geted for teenage pregnan
cy and prevention and
prison ministry. For addi
tional information you may

call the church office at
(727) 327-0554.
Deaconess
Lynda
Smith and the Deaconess
Ministry are actively plan
ning a lOOth Anniversary
Extravaganza with their
"Marching Crowns of
Glory" Hat and Fashion
Show, Sunday, March 28 at
4
p.m.
Deaconess
Ministries from churches
throughout the area has
been invited
and has
accepted the invitation to
share in this expression of
love and praise.

Great Black Gospel Music
The Gospel Lights of
McLemoresville, TN is a
black gospel music group
that was started about 2Q
years ago. The Gospel
Lights have played their
style of gospel music all
over the southeastern
United States at churches,
schools, civic centers and
many events featuring
black gospel music artists.
Black gospel music
has been the foundation

The Gospel Lights

Christ Gospel Church
2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
327-0997
Rev. P.D.H. Leonard
Pastor

and the. leader in gospel
music for over 100 years in
America. Listen to The
Gospel Lights and you will
understand why.

God
Bless

but we must be careful
how we approach Him we must prepare our
hearts, minds, and spirits
to be in the presence of a
holy God.
Deacon Keith Ash was
the Minister of Worship
for our Youth Day Service.
The theme was "Let’s
Praise the Lord!" The
youth participated in vari
ous capacities and Pastor
Anderson preached a
thought-provoking mes
sage from the subject of "I
Have So Much to Praise
God For." The scripture
reference was Psalm
66:16. He portrayed the
picture to us of saying to
someone "come and sit
down with me and let me
tell you how good God has
been to me." We must not
fail in sharing the testi
monies of the Lord with
others.
They will be
blessed just as you were by
His faithfulness. Power
and love.

Forget not the Lord and His
many blessings!

America

Greater St. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

In the first half of our
in-house revival, our min
isters rose to the occasion,
preaching the word of God.
Minister Alston encourages
us to receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost. Minister
Burroughs said, "Lord I
need to know so talk to
me." Minister Floyd agreed
that to walk with God we
must be bom again and
Minister Mcelroy summa
rized the services by saying
we must sell- out to the
Lord.
We were all blessed
and received and encour
aged to go in the name of
Jesus Amen! We thank God
for Mothers -Day because
they bring to us, all that
God gives to them. From a
sprit filled devotion to the
anointed word. Elder
Williams said that we come
to the house of God to wor
ship him he said that we are
come not to point you out
but to help bring you out.
We can't do it but God can,
we try to shake it off, fake
it off and break it off but it's
not about us it's all about
God through Christ Jesus.

Friendship

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Missionary Baptist

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Sunday School

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

............................... .. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m:

SUNDAY

Sunday SchooI 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a.m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday Night
General Bible Study

TUESDAY

Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

Thursday Night Prayer

FRIDAY

Meeting & Teachers Meeting

Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.
PRAYER TIMES

Rev. Clyde Williams

We

welcome you at all times.

Tuesdays, Fridays & Sundays - half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight.
RADIO BROADCAST

Sundays 7:45 a.m.
If you would like to come to church and do not have a way. call
327-0997.

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

St. Petersburg, FL 33705.
727-894-5315 • Fax: 727-894-5315
Email:
www.lakemaggiore c@vahoo.com

Sunday Morning Bible Class ..............9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .. ........... 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday . ............. 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ... ............5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ........... 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class.........7:00 p.m.

Morning Glory
Sunday School

Sunday

11:00 a m.

Community Bible Study

Church School .................... 9:00 A.M.
New Member Class........... 9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship........................... 10:30A.M.

9:00 a m.
9:30 a m.

Morning Worship
Tuesday

7:30 p m.

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p m.

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

5:45 a m.

“Ft church working togetherfor the upbuiCding of Cfod's kingdom”

Prayer / Bible Study .Tuesday 7:00 RM.
Youth Bible Study . .Thursday 6:00 RM.

Pastor Ronaid Fluker
and wife, Shana

First Baptist Institutional, Church
3144

John A. Evans

Third Avenue south

ST. PETERSBURG, FL

Minister In Training

Sunday School..............................
9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship..................................................11:00a.m.
Sunday Night Disciple Training...........................6:00p.m.
Sunday Night Worship.■...................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study....................7:00 p.m.
A

Bro. Robert Smith

(727) 894-6764 • (727.) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
4100 Dr. Martin Luther King
Street South

-, •

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

t

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

i. '

Pentecostal Tenjple Church of God ip Christ

Church

The Church Where Everyone Is WeIcome

U 4

Pastor John A. Evans
Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread ot Lite
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL

Jesus is in me my hope ing been transformed and
of glory, Jesus my burden now equipped to walk after
barer, Jesus my helper, the sprit and no longer after
Jesus my power, Jesus my the flesh.
rock, Jesus my all and all.
We bless God for his
We need to know the mighty and most powerful
lord Jesus in our heart not word. We thank Lord Jesus
just our head because the amen. We invite you to
enemy will try to change share an evening of appre
what’s in your head but he ciation for Elder D.
can -not, he can - not Bradley on Sunday March
change what’s in the heart. 21at 5 p.m. We expect to
We didn't bring sin into this have a glorious time in
place it was here when we Christ Jesus. Come out and
came and because it share a three night revival
engulfed us, we must now with us Wednesday March
turn back to God in the 24-26 at 7:30 nightly con
ducted by Bishop St.
name of Jesus.
We must get sin out of James.
The praises went up
the camp and the way to do
that is to make a vow'to the and the blessings of the
Lord letting him know that Lord came down and two
you need him in every area souls were added to the
of your life. We need to body of Christ souls that
give everything over to him were eager to come in oh
and forsake even the what a good God we serve,
appearance of sin. The pas what a good God! We
tor the preacher, the teacher thank god for all he has
and no one else can give done and is doing and we
your sinful burdens to the pray god richest blessing
foot of the cross, bring upon you in Jesus name
your burdens to him and from the hearts of Pastors J
leave them there. We can and J Williams.
then leave With newness of
heart newness of mind hav

Cooperative Southern Baptist, Multi-Cultural
Church, Everyone Welcome!

Traveler’s Rest
MlSSiONARY

PHONE: 323-7518

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

Baptist

Sunday School - 9:30

Church
2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021

, 'Jl

a.m.

MORN1NG WORSHIP - ll:OO A.M.

Come Worship With
First Baptist FAMILY

the

Mid-Morning Worship Service . .10:45 a.m.
Sunday School..................... .. 9:30 a.m.
Prayer/Praise Service (Weds.)

Bethel Metropolitan

Blessed Hope Bible College

Rev. Donald
F. Browne

“To Be A Blessing While There Is Still Time ”

"WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

Baptist Church

For A Limeted Time Only!

NO MONEY DOWN!!
^.Lon

Start Your College Education Today • Open Enrollment

3455 26th Avenue South
St, Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
F-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Morning Worship: 8:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Sunday School - 9:30 A.M.
Wednesday: Prayer Meeting/Bible Study/

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

AWANA-7:00P.M

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

1903

"Church of The Open Door -

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m

Centennial Celebration"

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

"100 Years of God’s Favor"

2003

(Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

Bishop Elliot and
Dr. Rosemary Johnson
President. Founder/Co-Founder

816 E. Genesee St.* Tampa, FL 33603
813-237-6037
Foil Free: 1-877-428-6588

www.blessedhopebiblecollege.org
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MARTZ

GROUP

ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL RATES FOR:
•
•
•
•
»
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
»
•

Local and Long Distance Charters
Airport Transfers
Convention and Airport Shuttles
School Events Z Field Trips
Senior Group Events
Church Group Events
Fraternal Events
Business Trips / Corporate Charters
Government Functions
Sporting Events
Shopping Trips
Casino. Trips
Family Reunions
Military Reunions
Travel Agencies

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

1-800-282-8020 OR 727-52*
FAX: 727-522-5548

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church

Lake Maggiore Baptist Church

The Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church Family under the
leadership
of
Pastor
Clarence A. Williams wel
come your presence this
Sunday
for
Worship
Services. We are always
happy to receive quest and
visitors at any of our serv
ices. The teachings of the
Word, songs of praise and
worship and the inspiring
messages will help you
along this spiritual journey
as your Faith and under
standing increase.
Join us as we endeavor
to leam more of God’s
Word and strive to be more
Christ-like. Our early
morning services begin at
7:30 a.m. followed by
Church School at 9:30 a.m.
Come grow and glow as
we share the Word one
with another. At 11 a.m.
we’ll
participate
in
Contemporary Worship.
Join us for a Hallelujah
good time as we lift high

The mission of the
Lake Maggiore Baptist
Church is to be a covenant
fellowship: worshipping
God, equipping behevers,
evangelizing the lost, min
istering
effectively.
Matthew 29:19-20.
We have a community
Food Pantry and Clothes
Closet that is a Ministry of
PRAY sponsored by Lake
Maggiore Baptist Church
and Southside Tabernacle
Baptist Church.
Upcoming Ministries:
• ICE Team meets the last
three Mondays of each
month in Fellowship Hall;
this is a door to door out
reach Ministry.

the name of Jesus.
The
Male Choir will render
songs through out the day;
Come prepared to give
God all glory and praise!
The Sons of Allen Men’s
Ministry will be hosting a
District Worship Service
Sunday at 4 p.m. Everyone
is invited to come out and
share in this worship expe
rience.
Other
ministries
include:
• Monday - Bible Study, 6
p.m.
• Wednesday - Early morn
ing prayer 6:30 a.m.;
Vintage Bible Study, 11
a.m.; Men’s Bible Study, 6
p.m.; Hour of Power, 7
p.m. If you’re in need of a
mid-week lift, join us for a
power-packed hour. Your
heart will be encouraged
and your spirit revived.
Upcoming events:
• March 19 - Board of
Christian Ed-Game night /
6 p.m.

• March 20 - Lay
Organization Meeting/10
a.m.; Women’s Missionary
Society Spring Fashion
Show and Tea/4 p.m.
• March 21 - Son’s of
Allen/District
Worship
Service/4 p.m.
Looking for a church
home, we extend an invita
tion to you to join us. We
as a church share the love
of God ,We’d Love To
Have You!
Thought for the week:
"Let God be your All and
AU"
Be blessed, and have a
Jesus-filled week!

• March - This month is set
aside to support North
American Missions with
our
offering.
North
American Missions sup
port missionaries to minis
ter effectively in the United
States and Canada.
• March 26 - Street
Ministry 5 to 8 p.m
• March 27 - Youth Group
at 10:00 a.m.; Baptist Men
at 6:00 p.m.
• May 6 - National Day of
Prayer. Meet at City Hall
for prayer for a moral
rebirth of America from
12:20 p.m. until 12:40 p.m.
• April 9 - Good Friday
Program at Noon
• The Lakewood Terrace

Neighborhood Association
meets every 3rd Thursday
of the month in LMBC
Fellowship Hall at 7:00
p.m.
• March - During 2004,
Florida
Baptist
will
observe
the
150th
Anniversary of the Florida
Baptist Convention.
Fourteen regional rallies
are planned during this
month. For more informa
tion call (800) 226-8584
EXT. 8109 or the Rev.
Fluker at (727) 894-5315.
A
Cooperative
Southern Baptist, Multi
cultural
Church,
Everybody Welcome.

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO
YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE
PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
• Saipt John Primitive Baptist Church"Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

I

_____________ |

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Scheduled Services:

Early Morning

-

Church School
Mid-Morning

-

9:45 am

Freewill

F

J\

W

*

B
C

Baptist

2

9OO - 1 6th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 -Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 89-21 19

HMM

■
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■

Psalm33

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Genesis Worship Center Church

Jesus Saves

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

■

He sees all the sons of men. ■

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

7:00 pm

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community

The Lord looks down from heaven,

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, BibIe Stuy 7:00 p.m.

11:00 am

Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

Church

Elder: Tony Smith

AJ

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

8:00 am

-

Macedonia

1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33713

(727) 898-5571 - Fax: (727) 898-5581 - gwcc<a>email.com

(Acts 1:4-8)

MIMI

■

^MM

■

Sunday School . Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

MMM

Earth Mission Miracle Temple Of Deliverance

10th Street Church Of God

The Church Where The Anointing Makes
The Difference"

207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &

Sunday Morning Worship 10 a.m.
Church School & Prayer
9 a.m.
Weekly Bible StudyTuesdays 7 p.m.
Ministerial Class Thursdays 6 p.m.

(727) 898-9407
Cultural Arts Programs After School
Mon., Wed., Friday - 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Free Registration
For more information, contact
Deborah R. Green, Executive Director,
'at: (727) 821-9472

St. Petersburg, FL 33711'
(727) 323-3210 :
Pastor’s Office: (727) 895-9591
Rev. Constance D. Samuels - Pastor

Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.
,
_

Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

2611 5th. Ave. •

Church Phone:

Bus ministry provided for all services • Your presence is welcomed

• 10:00am
. • 11:30am
• 7:00pm
• 7:00pm

Real Love, Real People...
A Church That JMLakes A Difference!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

Sunday Morning Prayer........................................................................8:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................. .................................. ................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................................................................... .11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study ............................................................... 7:15 p.m.

The church where what God’s word teaches is practiced!

Unity Temple Of Truth
Church

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship..............................................
Simday School.......................................

11 Prescott Street South

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

7:00a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship............................

10:50 a.m.

Sunday Morning Study ............10:00 AM
Morning worship......................11:00 AM

Baptist Training Union.............. ................................................4:30 p.m.

Rev. Emily Gillespie, Guest Minister
(The Church Of The Daily Word)

Wednesdays...................................................................................... 7:30 p.m.

Communion...................................................... 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study

"A New Beginning In Christ"
Al! Worship Services are held at:

Rev. G. M. Curry

“The Ghurch Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Covenant Presbyterian Church

4201 Sixth Street South • St. Petersburg, Florida
All Nations Church of
God By Faith

, Moiling Address: P.O. Box 14542.* St, Petersburg, FL 33733-4542

Phone: 727.895,7700

3000 - 4th Avenue S. • St.
Petersburg, FL
327-5926 • 327-2656

Scheduled Services — Sunday
Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a.m.
Prayer Time - 9:30

a.m.

Praise &'%Var^iipr- 9:45 a.m.

Sunday School...................................................9:30a.m.

Worship Service -'10:00 a.m.
Communion - Every First Sunday BibIe Study - Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

Morning Worship............................ .
Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Rev. Peggy M. Peterman
Assistant Pastor

(fkuot t&e doUel

7dtetwC

— <ntl atd&t yuwtteC fo dia&dty teutd....

.11 a.m.

Night Worship................................ ............7 p.m.
Tuesday Bible Class................................................8p.m.
Friday Tarry Service ......................................8 p,m.
Saturday Sabbath School........................11 a.m-

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church
505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship...................................................7:45a.m.
Sunday School ...........................................9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship .............................. 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................................... 5:00p.m.
Mid-Week Worship........... Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Comejoin us at the Church where everyone is ‘Welcome!

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

Rev. Johnnie Lee Williams, Pastor

Trinity Presbyterian Church, USA
2830 22nd. Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 327-8560 or (727) 322-0810
9:00 AM .............................. Prayer Time
9:30 AM .........................Sunday School

_HL

11:00 AM _____...................Worship
12:30 PM After Service Fellowship
Wednesday - 6:30 PM Prayer and Bible Study

You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the
Gospel and a Christian community for everyone.

Jfefn

Community CChurch

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

St. John Missionary ‘Baptist Church
PEACEFUL ZION M.B. CHURCH
f 2051 -9th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Clifford F. Cannedy, Sr., Pastor
(813)822-2455
Church SchooI.......... 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Youth

Morning Worship.,„11:00 a.m.

RehearsaI........... .....5:30 p.m,
Thursday Prayer & Church 4

B.T.U............................5:00 p.m.
Evening Worship..... 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday Evening

, SchooI Study..7:30 p.m.

BibIe CIass............ ...7:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsa|....11:00 a.m.

Prayer Tower Church OS God In Christ
1135 37th Street South, St.
Pete, FL
EIder CIarence Welch, Pastor

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.) .

Morning Service 11:30 a.m.

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

Rev. FIeming Tarver, Pastor

Sunday Services

Sunday Service........................................................................ 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................
b an n m
Morning Worship................................... "................................ 11:00 a m'
Baptist Training Union............................................................ ; ,5-00 pm

Weekly Services

Bible Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting &. Bible Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

1st & 2nd Saturdays SR.

2335 - 22nd Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Deacon Ministry....................................................................................... Deacon Edward Nesbitt
Finance Ministry ....................................... ...
... ....... James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry . . ......................................................... ... ............... Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry........................................................................................................... Wyvonnia McGee

1500 N. Pennsylvania Avenue
ClearWater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Parsonage: 446-6056

The church where every60dy is some6ody and Christ is ail.

Stewart-Isom Memorial Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S., St. Pete, FL 33712
(813)327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
YPWW 5:30 p.m. Sunday
Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Night Services 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.
Rev. A. Anthony Robinson HI

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling ofGod in Christ Jesus”

♦
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IN THE KNOW
..And Now Some

CELEBRITY
NEWS

Solange - Young and
blissfully wed
probably, who-are theyfooling boyfriend Jay-Z.
Wonder if Beyonce caught
the bouquet?
O-kaayy! Talk about
the odd couple! Jada
Pinkett Smith, who heads
the band Wicked Wisdom,
will open for several per
formances
of Britney
Spears UK tour, which
kicks off next month.

Shawn and Marlon
Wayans will star in
"White Chicks"

Solange, Beyonce’s
baby sister, has made it
down the aisle first. Only
17, Solange recently wee
Daniel Smith, a college
football player. Their Ba
hamas ceremony includee
Beyonce, parents Matthew
and Tina Knowles, anc
Destiny’s Child member
Kelly Rowland. No word
on Beyonce’s maybe, well

Jada is ready to rock
with Britney Spears

The media-friendly
Hilton sisters, Nicky
and Paris

In other odd pairings, the Wayans brothers are at it
again! This time, Shawn and Marlon are spoofing the
super rich, ever media-friendly Hilton sisters - Paris
and Nicky that is. Playing undercover FBI agents who
go pale for the cause, the Wayans new movie, "White
Chicks," should be out this summer.
Diddy has his hands full with the kids from Making
the Band 2. It’s hard to believe that even though reggae
bred Dylan has a chance to avoid jail by being with the
group, he’s still missing concert dates just cause. He’s
already said that the band isn’t anything without him. A
little bit ungrateful don’t ya
think?
It’s about to get ugly!
Discontentment, war of the
words, cheating, heartbreak
- although it sounds like the
theme for a soap opera, its
just the continuing drama
of the Chili/Usher saga. In
the last few weeks,
Atlanta’s radio airwaves
have played as the sound
Usher and Chili
board for the seemingly
The happy couple no
perfect pair. It’s sad, cause
more!
they were one of those cou>les you were really hoping would last. Hearing that
Usher, 25, cheated on Chili, 32, makes wanting to cop
tis new album even more
of a guilty pleasure...
Back on TV again, but
with reservations surround
ing her, Janet Jackson will
make her first television
appearance since the SuperBowl Halftime show “inci
dent,” starring former ru
mored boyfriend Justin
Timberlake. On March 31,
Jackson will be on ABC’s
Janet Jackson, back in
Good Morning America,
the spotlight
although it won’t exactly be
ive. The interview will be
subject to a five - second delay...Before that, Jackson
will perform her first single off her upcoming album in
New York’s Battery Park, which is apparently going to
also be closely watched by the powers that be. Are they
serious with that? You’d think she was Howard Stem or
something. Anyways, Jackson has also been tapped to
lost NBC’s Saturday Night Live on April 10. Wonder

there is a reason
TO READ THE WEEKLY

CHALLENGER!

Black Youth Vote! Hosts Leadership
Conference in D.C.

Cuba Gooding Jr.
“Radio” Performance
is Vindicated by Image
Award-----------------------

Speakers include author Kevin Powell and several members of the
Congressional Black Caucus
WASHINGTON, DC Determined to make a
major impact on the out
come of the Presidential
Election, youth leaders
from across the nation will
assemble in Washington,
D.C. April 1-3, 2004 for
Black
Youth , Vote’s!
(BYV!) Fourth Annual
BYV! Civic Leadership
Conference. The three-day
conference, designed to
train a new generation of
leaders in effective civic
participation, will be held
at the National Education
Association’s Headquar
ters, 1201 16th Street, NW.
This year’s conference
is especially important
since black youth between
Kevin Powell
the age of 18 and 35 com
prise nearly 50% of the organization. "We want America," the meeting will
black voting age popula them to feel the power, so allow the youth to discuss
tion and successful mobi they can be the power."
how they can influence the
lization could result in rec
Highlights of the con ’04 race beyond the elec
ord turnouts for the African ference include a Unity ’04 tion of president. Also, on
American community.
Town Hall Meeting, "The Friday, April 2, the youth
"The youth will leave Impact of Black Youth on will participate in the Tom
the conference poised to the ’04 Election," Thurs Joyner Sky Show from 6 communicate the power of day, April 1, 7-9 p.m. at 10 a.m. at the National
one vote to their peers," Metropolitan
A.M.E. Theater in D.C.
said Melanie L. Campbell, Church. With an introduc
Participants receive in
executive director of The tion from Kevin Powell, tensive leadership training
National Coalition on author of "Who’s Gonna preparing them to return to
Black Civic Participation Take the Weight? Man their respective cities and
(NCBCP), BYV’s parent hood, Race and Power in college campuses equipped

to educate, register, moti
vate, and mobilize young
voters. Sessions will ad
dress the younger genera
tions’ role in increasing
Black America’s strength
as a political force, mount
ing a successful campaign
to reform politics on a local
and national level, and the
role of black youth in
impacting the progress of
legislation. Sponsors in
clude State Farm Insur
ance, the National Educa
tion Association, and the
National Urban League.
Registration is $25 in ad
vance and $35 on-site.
BYV!, the youth com
ponent of the NCBCP, is a
broad-based coalition of
organizations and individu
als committed to increasing
the political and civic
engagement of Black youth
under the age of 35. The
NCBCP is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan organization
dedicated to increasing
African American partici
pation in civil society. For
more information visit
www.bigvote.org or call
(202) 659-4988.

Verizon Ladies First Tour Stars
Beyonce, Alicia Keys and Missy Elliott
NEW
YORK
(PRNewswire) - Three of
the biggest superstars in
contemporary Pop and
R&B music are joining
forces in what promises to
be one of the most exciting
and historic tours of 2Q04:
The Verizon Ladies First
Tour starring Beyonce,
Alicia Keys, and Missy
Elliott, with special guest
Tamia. The cross-country
concert kicked off last
Friday in Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., and winds up April 18
at the Oakland Coliseum.
Beyonce
Beyonce is touring the
U.S. for the first time in
support of her #1 multi
platinum debut solo album,
“Dangerously In Love,”
which earned her five 2004
Grammy Awards including
Best Contemporary R&B
Album and Best R&B
Song for "Crazy In Love,"
her smash single featuring
Jay-Z. With her recent win
of five Grammys, Beyonce
tied the record set by
Lauryn Hill in 1999 - and
later tied by Alicia Keys
(2001) and Norah Jones
(2002) - for the most
Grammys to be won in a
single year by a female
!»

ft

artist.
Alicia
Alicia Keys had one of
the most auspicious debut
albuniis in history with the
phenomenal “Songs In A
Minor.” Released in 2001,
the album earned Keys an
incredible five Grammy
Awards, including the cov
eted Best New Artist.
Her much-anticipated
follow-up album, “The
Diary of Alicia Keys,”
debuted at # 1 with more
than 618,000
albums
scanned, giving Keys the
largest first week's sales of
any female artist in 2003.
Within a month of its
release, the album was cer
tified double platinum by
theRIAA.
The Verizon Ladies
First Tour marks Keys' first
major tour in the United
States since the release of

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Hires

Hairstyling

,

Billboard's Top 200 Al
bums chart with 1997's
Supa Dupa Fly. Last year
Missy signed on as the
National Spokesperson for
"Break The Cycle," an
organization that speaks
out against domestic vio
lence.
She won the Grammy
for Best Rap Solo Per
formance in 2001 for her
irresistible anthem, "Get Ur
Freak Qn," and another the
following year for Best
Female Rap Solo Per
formance. "Work It," from
her best-selling 2002 al
bum, Under Construction,
earned the 2004 Grammy
for Best Female Rap Solo
Performance. Missy re
cently won her first Ameri
can Music Award, and took
home the biggest honor of
the night, Video of the
Year, at the 2003 MTV
Video Music Awards. Mis
sy joins the tour in support
of her latest release, the
critically-acclaimed This is
Not a Test.

LOS ANGELES (AP)
- Receiving the NAACP's
Image award for his por
trayal of James Robert
“Radio" Kennedy was par
ticularly sweet for Cuba
Gooding Jr., who was
stung by criticism that his
portrayal of the mentally
challenged man was too
negative.
“I'm. proud of the per
formance because the
man's mannerisms were
very indicative of the char
acter that I portrayed,"
Gooding said. “A lot of the
situations in the movie
came from actual events.
“Sometimes the truth
is hard to watch but it's my
job to bring the truth to the

screen," Gooding added
after receiving the best
actor in a motion picture
award earlier this month.
The real-life Ken
nedy's love of life and his
devotion to the T.L. Hanna
High School football team
has made him a hero in his
hometown of Anderson,
S.C.
“I just hope I've hon
ored you with the perform
ance in the movie. Not
only has Radio changed
my life, But to see the love
that the community has for
him is overwhelming,"
Gooding told residents of
Anderson at a premiere for
the movie last fall.

Singer Whitney
Houston Enters
Rehabilitation Facility
m®

Whitney Houston, a
diva in trouble
LOS ANGELES (AP) Grammy-winning
pop
singer Whitney Houston has
entered a drug rehabilitation
facility, her publicist said.
Houston "thanks every
one for their support and
prayers," publicist Nancy
Seltzer said in a statement
Monday. She declined to
offer any further details.
Houston, 40, admitted
in a December 2002 televi
sion that she had abused
drugs in the past, but told
interviewer Diane Sawyer
on ABC's Primetime that she

had gotten beyond that time
through prayer.
Houston's
husband,
R&B singer Bobby Brown,
was sentenced to 60 days in
jail in late February for vio
lating probation. One of the
violations included a De
cember misdemeanor bat
tery charge for allegedly
striking Houston, leaving
her with a bruised cheek and
a cut inside her lip.
In January 2000, Hou
ston left behind a bag at
Keahole Kona International
Airport in Hawaii that
allegedly held less than half
an ounce of marijuana and
three partially smoked mari
juana cigarettes. In 2001, a
petty misdemeanor drug
charge relating to the inci
dent was dismissed against
Houston after a drug coun
selor filed an assessment
with prosecutors stating that
Houston did not require
treatment for substance
abuse.

Criminal Justice Forum

3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

TLRNER
iDVOCACY
GROUP
tSt.

“Songs In A Minor.” .
Missy
Missy Elliott is widely
regarded as hip-hop's pre
miere female artist. Within
the male-dominated field
of hip-hop, her sales and
debuts have rivaled the
biggest boys. She has cre
ated an empire on her own
terms, earning the rep Of a
daring innovator who won't
take "no" for an answer.
Missy Elliott is not merely
a visionary recording artist
and performer. She is one
of the few women, if not
the only, who enjoys an
equal amount of success
behind the scenes, as a pro
lific songwriter and pro
ducer, and as the head of
her own record label.
Missy initially scored
hits for other artists, in
cluding Aaliyah, before
breaking into the Top 10 on

Cuba Gooding Jr.

The talk show Rush should have listened to.

fe ■

Saturday 12:05pm

Dealing with the System

Tampa Bay Wefcornes Bock

People in Crisis

6£ei!a T). burner, Oltiorneu

Women’s Issues
Mental Health
Victim’s Rights

727-896-7760

Drug War

Areas of Concentration

Prison Issues
Ex-Offenders

Tiirsanal'Shtjura

Employment - Jiuinan 2?esources

Substance Abuse

k>c>rpvratt> Jraimtw! J&usitwts Gorpurut^,document

Families of Prisoners

kantfuse d2 jPrctpertif

1340 AM WTAN
in Pinellas

1350 AM & 1400 AM WZHR
in PascO and New Tampa
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ENTERTAINMENT
Local Dance Prodigy Soars

Kenneth Shelby

_l_

by Katie Wilson
Neighborhood News Bureau
He taps and slides,
flips through the air, points
and pliers. He is 10-yearold Kenneth Shelby, and
dancing comes as naturally
to him as smiling—which
he does a lot.
Kenneth is a fourthgrader at Perkins Elemen
tary Magnet School for the
Performing Arts where his
focus is ballet. But his
teachers say he moves into
other forms of dance with
out slowing down, seeming
to possess an innate sense
for the art form, as well as
for the stage.
"I’d really describe
him as a prodigy," said
Sean Musselman, one of
Kenneth’s ballet teachers
at Perkins (and owner of
Mirror Lake Ballet Aca
demy). "He’s got the prop
er physique, the look, the
persona. He’s pretty much
got it all."
And, thanks to a cur
rent renaissance of the arts
in Midtown, Kenneth also
has the opportunity to
develop his talents. A dec

ade ago, before Perkins
had geared up as an arts
magnet school, this might
not have been an option for
him. But now, with its
focus on drama, dance and
art, Perkins offers him a
place to soar. In addition
to Perkins, now one of the
most popular elementary
schools in the county, other
arts programs have been
popping up all over Midtown. Students can move
from Perkins to John Hop
kins Center for the Arts and
International Studies Mid
dle School and then on to
the Gibbs Pinellas County
Center for the Arts High
School.
Also, the historic Roy
al Theater at 10th Ave. and
22nd St. S. is scheduled to
reopen soon as the newly
renovated Boys and Girls
Club. It will pfovide a
stage, theater and record
ing studio, as well as class
es in arts, drama and dance
(to be taught by local arts
instructors). There are nu
merous other arts programs
sponsored by Midtown
churches and recreation
centers.
In addition, the city has
been pouring money into a
renovation of the historic
Manhattan Casino, once
famous as a local nightclub
and social center. During
its heyday, most of the
great African-American
musicians performed there.
Among other art centers in
Midtown, the St. Pete Clay
Company Inc., was estab
lished in 2000 at the former
Seaboard Coastline Freight

Depot at 420 22nd St. S.,
and has become a working
studio for numerous pot
ters.
Many of the arts pro
grams for young people are
designed to broaden hori
zons, promote self-confi
dence and, as ballet-teach
er Musselman says, pro
vide an outlet for children
"to break-out." And that’s
just what’s been happening
for Kenneth.
"The idea is to give
them exposure and an ap
preciation for [dance],"
said Rebecca Vasallo, an
other of Kenneth’s dance
teachers at Perkins. "It’s
amazing the discipline
they’re learning from this.
It will help them across the
board."
Kenneth, who has de
clared ballet his arts
"focus" at Perkins, meets at
the school with Vasallo and
Musselman once a week
for 45 minutes. Non-focus
students meet every other
week when they leam jazz,
tap, ballet and other forms
of dance in four-week
units.
"Perkins is pushing me
to a whole new level,"
Kenneth said. He also
takes lessons at the Sun
coast Academy of Dance.
"He has the focus that
doesn’t always come with
the elementary-age group,"
Vasallo said. "He has a
passion. He comes in with
a positive attitude, ready to
absorb."
"I just love doing it, so
I get real into it," Kenneth
said. "When I’m on stage, I

feel like I’m the only one
there. I feel more confi
dent in myself."
Kenneth's fascination
with dance started when he
was a toddler. Watching
his two cousins perform
when he was two or three,
Kenneth was captivated.
"He wouldn’t miss a
beat. That’s when I knew
he would be dancing soon.
It’s in the blood," said
Shavon Gonzalez, Ken
neth’s mother.
When Kenneth was
five, he joined his older

sister, Alicia Gonzalez, at
Anointed Praise, a praisedance ministry at Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist
Church. Director Andreida
Hosey describes praise
dance as being a combina
tion of modem dance and
ballet, and says it is a
"form of expression for
God."

Although Kenneth no
longer dances with Anoint
ed Praise, that experience
was his springboard to a
further pursuit of dance.
"He just came in and
was real fluid, like he
should’ve been there all
along,"
Hosey
said.
"When you see that kind of
dance, you want them to
branch out."
Hosey said she be
lieves that much of the
growth in the performing
arts in Midtown is inspired
by the schools and the
young people, like Ken
neth. Midtown’s renais
sance harkens back to its
glory days, when music,
dance and performing were
the main focus of 22nd
Street, she said.
"Kids are taking it up
on themselves. You see
this all coming about now,"
Hosey said. "They’re mak
ing their own avenues."
In Kenneth’s case, it
might be said that he’s
making his own flight pat
terns. His mother looked
on with pride as he danced
across the wooden dance
floor at Suncoast studio
recently, his energy capti
vating onlookers and
seeming to push past the
walls.
As he burst into move
ment, Gonzalez smiled and
said, "He’ll just...take off."
Katie Wilson is a reporter
for the Neighborhood News
Bureau, a program of the
Department of Journalism
and Media Studies at the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg.
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Four Tops’

March 21st * 7:00 pm
The Four Tops have been marveling audiences with
their Infectious blend ot pure vocal power and sweet
harmonies since 1954 with hits like 1 Can’t Help Myself
(Sugarpie, Honeybunch)’, Reach Out (I’ll Be There)’,
"Standing In the Shadows of Love’, ’It’s the Same Old
Song* and many others!!!
Bayfront Cantor, 498 First St S • St Patorsburg, FL 33791
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